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Assam: Where is the accord? 



Assam's AGP Government 'On the Spot' 

Slow Economic Progress, Poor Accord Implementation 



Fourteen months after the 
signing of the Assam Accord, 
what is the position of the 
* ***» government elected 
abooVsw months later? An 
opinion poll recently con- 
ducted by The Sentinel (an 
English daily from Guwahati 
indicated that the general 
opinion was that the new 
government's performance 
had not been upto expecta- 
tions. While 55.65 per cent 
of the respondents regarded 
the AGP government's perfor- 
mance as average, 21.96 per- 
cent considered it bad, and 
while 12.61 per cent thought 
its performance was better 
than the Saikia Ministry, 
36.96 per cent felt it was no 
better. 

Over the past year there 
has been no progress in 
the execution of vital 
clauses relating to the preven- 
tion of the ingress of foreigners, 
border fencing and the detection 
and eviction of such infiltrators. 
Infiltration remains unimpeded. 
Those illegal immigrants already 
well entrenched in the state, 
carry on. The border continues 
to be porous. 

The main points of the accord 
were the detection, determina- 
tion and eviction of foreigners, 
construction of a fence along 
the Bangladesh border, establish- 
ment of a central university, 
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reinstatement of government 
employees whose services were 
terminated for participation in 
the agitation, establishment of 
another refinery and certain 
other matters relating to protec- 
tion against encroachment and 
buying of land by foreigners in 
the state. 

Failure of AGP Government 

"The Government suffers from 
indecision, resulting from the 
lack of administrative experience 
of the young ministers and their 
inability to get the best out of 
the bureaucracy", says a senior 
bureaucrat. There have been 
major reshuffles in the state 
administration over the past- 
eight months. The chief secre- 
tary, three directors — general 
of police and a number of 
secretaries and deputy com- 
missioners were either removed 
or moved. Col U.N. Sarma, a sta- 
unch supporter of the AGP, who 
was appointed as chairman of 
the Assam State Electricity Board 
(ASEB) resigned due to the 
shabby treatment meted out to 
him by a callous AGP minister. 
The Assam Tea Corporation Ltd 
(STCL) which has been losing 
crores of rupees annually was 
without a chairman for almost 8 
months, a new one being ap- 
pointed only very recently. 

There is also talk of corrup- 
tion among some ministers, 
drunkenness and weakness for 
women in some other members 
of the AGP and a split between 



the Chief Minister and his 
Home Minister, Mr. Bhrigu 
Phukan. The party has taken 
disciplinary action against at 
least one MP and three MLAs 
for . misdemeanour involving 
moral turpitude. 

However, it is the non-imple- 
mentation of the accord that is 
considered as the major failure 
of the State government, which 
in turn blames the Centre for its 
lack of cooperation. The Govern- 
ment had also to face stiff 
opposition to its efforts to enfor- 
ce the SEBA (Secondary Educa- 
tion Board of Assam) circular 
making the learning of Assamese 
compulsory for non-Assamese 
speaking students, insisting of 
permanent residents certi- 
ficates (PRCS) and reserving jobs 
for those who participated in 
the Assam agitation. The govern- 
ment had to backtrack on the 
language circular, something 
that was tried in the 70s and 
given up because it aroused 
strong feelings in the Bengali- 
dominated Cachar region and 
other tribal areas. When the 
government was confronted with 
protest and agitation, resulting 
in the loss of five lives in 
Silchar, it initially claimed its 
inability to interfere on the 
pretext that SEBA was an auto- 
nomous body. Ultimately, succ- 
umbing to political pressures, 
the government held the circular 
in abeyance, as had been done 
in 1972 and 1982. 

Continued on page 13 col 3 



Make Misra Commission 
Report Public 

Demand by Public Meeting in Delhi 



Harji Malik 



Publication of the Ranga- 
nath Misra Commission 
report on the November 
1984 violence against Sikhs was 
demanded in a resolution adop- 
ted at a public meeting on Ter- 
rorism and Communal Har- 
mony' organised by the Sikh 
Forum on Monday 6 October at 
Sapnr House, New Delhi. The 
meeting called on the Govern- 
ment of India to punish the 
guilty who were responsible for 
massacre and pillage in Novem- 
ber 1984 ". It condemned the kil- 
ling of innocent people in the 
strongest possible terms" and 
stated that "Terrorism whether 
by individuals, disaffected 
groups or governmental author- 
ity had no place or justification 
in civilised society. Terrorism in 
the name of religion is even 
more unforgivable." 

Speakers strongly criticised 
the coverage of Punjab by cer- 
tain sections of the press. Mr 
R.S. Narula, former Chief Justice 
of the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court, pointed out that while 
Professor Darshan Singh, Ragi, 
and other innocent persons had 
been arrested on charges of 
sedition for making allegedly 
inflammatory speeches, no ac- 
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tion was taken against those 
whose writings in the press 
provoked communal hatred and 
suspicion. Nor was action taken 
against organisations like the 
Shiv Sena and Bajrang Dal for 
open distribution of pamphlets 
advocating violence against 
Sikhs. 

State Terrorism Breeds 
Individual Terrorism 

Mr Patwant Singh, author 
and editor of Design, asked why 
only Sikhs were expected to 
reaffirm their loyalty to the 
country repeatedly, whenever 
any incident involving alleged 
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terrorists occurred. Sikhs were 
being discriminated against in 
all sorts of ways, he asserted, 
citing the instance of a young 
Sikh, studying in the United 
States, who was repeatedly hara- 
ssed at the airports etc., on a 
visit to India and who has 
resolved not to return. He also 
pointed out how efforts were 
being made to implicate Mr 
Gurnihal Singh Pirzada, the cou- 
rageous IAS officer who had 
freed the bonded Tamil labour 
from Sri Lanka in Tamil Nadu, 
with the extremists. 

State terrorism, the use of 
institutionalised terrorism to 
govern, is responsible for indi- 
vidual terrorism in Punjab, he 
said, detailing how there are 
now four special interrogation 
cells in Delhi, instead of one. He 
emphasised that public opinion 
to build up communal harmony 
must be developed through the 
press, through letters to the 
newspapers, through public 
meetings and discussions In 
this 'new wave' of politics, he 
said, Muslims and Christians 
are also on the receiving end of 
communal discrimination and 
violence. 

How is it, he asked, that 
"while thousands were killed in 
Delhi, not one person has so far 
been punished"; that ministers 
guilty of instigating violence go 
scot free, while arrests of alleged 
extremists and fake encounter 
killings are reported almost 
daily. Quoting a survey of crime 
in Bihar and Madhya Pradesh, 
Mr Patwant Singh stressed that 
the figures in these states were 
higher than in Punjab, "But in 
Punjab, every criminal act, small 
or big is attributed to sus- 
pected terrorists within min- 
utes of it having barely been 
reported. 

Continued on page 15 col 1 
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The Stepmother and Poor Cousins 

A Report on the Strained Relationship Between the Centre and the State 



Preminder Singh 



■ n five thousand years of 

■ history India has never 

■ been one country except 
for brief periods under Asoka 
(3rd century BC) and Akbar 
116th century). The concept 
of nationhood and national- 
ism itself is a nineteenth cen- 
tury phenomenon and may 
not outlast much of the 
twenty first century. But our 
leaders continue to pretend 
that it will last a thousand 
years (like Hitler's Third 
Reich) and preach its virtues 
with the fanaticism and bigo- 
try of recent converts. In the 
fortnight mid to end Sep- 
tember '86 we find ourselves 
in the midst of the Central 
Government's crusades aga- 
inst the 'infidel' states. 

All the five in trouble were 
non-Congress (I) states. The Left 
Front government of West Ben- 
gal was castigated by the Centre 
for not being nice to the Gurk- 
has; the Akali government of 
Punjab was being too nice to 
the terrorists, the Kashmiris 
wanted to elect their own govern- 
ment, the Tamils did not want 
to speak Hindi and the Assa- 
mese wanted to have the same 
status as the Kashmiris. 

One of the major shortcom- 
ings of Indian democracy' says 
G.K. Reddy (Hindu 18 Sept), "has 
been that the Central Govern- 
ment often tends to overlook or 
even ignore the sensitivities of 
the states (leading! to acrimon- 
ious controversies with some of 
the Non-Congress (I) governed 
states accusing the centre of 
stepmotherly treatment and in- 
sinuating discrimination for pol- 
itical reasons.'' 

No Pocket Money for 
West Bengal 

West Bengal has beer in a 
state of revolt ever since the 
4th century when Fakhr-ud-din 
started a rebellion against 
Muhammed bin-Tughlak. Akbar 
had his share of problems and 
the British spent the better part 
of 200 years trying to work out 
who was on who's side before 
shifting their capital to Delhi. 

Rajiv Gandhi in a brilliant 
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experiment in statesmanship 
tried to solve the problem by 
arriving in Calcutta, ministers 
and secretariat in tow. In a 7 
hour session with West Bengal 
Chief Minister Jyoti Basu he 
approved a Rs. 684 crores pack- 
age for the rejuvenation of the 
ailing state. "A solid injection ..." 
(to) nota poorcousin." But there 
the goodwill ended and the 
pettiness began. The P.M. said 
he had "never found such con- 
fusion in any government as I 
have found in the West Bengal 
government. . . . They even lack 
a definite idea about the juris- 
diction of the State government 
. . they send their applications 
to the wrong ministries — and 
the Centre cannot take action 
against the GNLF because it has 
not yet done anything which 
harms the unity and integrity of 
the country ". (TEL 19 Sept.l 

Chief Minister Jyoti Basu 
found the P.M. statistically con- 
fused and criticised his "irres- 
ponsible statement" on Gorkha- 
land. Left Front Chairman Saroj 
Mukherjee was not so polite. 
Mr. Gandhi "has not yet acq- 
uired an elementary knowledge 
of politics and Indian political 
hist' ry". Referring to Mr. Gand- 
his statement that West Bengal 
would not get funds if projects 
were not implemented, Mr. 
Mukherjee asked, "To whom is 
he giving all these threats. Is the 
national exchequer to which we 
contribute Rs. 3,000 crores annu- 
ally his private property," (TEL 22 
Sept.l 

The press was not very impres- 
sed by Mr. Gandhi's partisan- 
ship. "His public criticism of the 
state government working may 
be . . . good politics from the 
Congress II) point of view . . . 
but is hardly what one expects 
from a leader committed to talk- 
ing a national view of things . . . 
regrettably Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 
seems to be slipping into the 
quagmire of partisan politics. 
(TRIBUNE 23 Sept.l 

The STATESMAN (20 Sept.l 
did not find "Mr. Rajiv Gandhi s 
remarks conspicious for their 
lucidity. . . . Either he has not 
been briefed on GNLF docu- 
ments ... or he is unable to 
resist the temptation of playing 
party politics on so serious a 
matter. . . but whatever short 
term gains can be expected 
from such casuistry, the naivete 
Mr. Gandhi has also displayed 



can only further invite ethnic 
unrest" 

To Shoot or Not to 
Shoot in Punjab 

The attitude of the Central 
Government to the state of Pun- 
jab also continues to be hypo- 
critical and authoritarian. On 
30th August 10 persons' were 
shot by the Border Security 
Force crossing the border into 
India near Amritsar. "Mr. Bal- 
want Singh, Finance Minister of 
Punjab said that the so-called 
encounter was a clear case of 
murder" (INDIAN EXPRESS 14 
Sept.) The ministerial enquiry 
ordered by Chief Minister Bar- 
nala into the incident . . . while 
fixing the responsibility on the 
Union Home Ministry. . . says 
that no national or international 
law permits shooting of peo- 
ple". (IE 17 Sept.l 

Then on 14 Sept. Punjab Agri- 
culture Minister Harbhajan 
Singh Sandhu slapped and ass- 
aulted the Station House Officer 
of a police station in Amritsar. 
Immediately the Union Home 
Minister was on the phone to 
both Chief Minister Barnala and 
Governor S.S. Ray saying" that 
the Centre would like suitable 
action to be taken against the 
minister . The Prime Minister 
also has taken a serious view of 
the assault" (IE 17 Sept). 

More serious is the think- 
ing of the Central Govern- 
ment 'Murder' by central agen- 
cies is alright. But assault by 
State Ministers is a serious 
offence. 

Rajiv Loves me, 
He Loves Me Not — Farooq 

"If Punjab has proved to be 
the most intractable of the 
problems inherited by the Rajiv 
Gandhi government, the one 
that put the Prime Minister's 
concern for principled politics 
to the test is the Kashmir 
imbroglio. Even six months after 
the admission . . . that the Con- 
gress III had erred grievously in 
aiding the ouster of Farooq 
Abdullah two years ago, the 
attempt is not to make amends 
but to secure some leverage "for 
the party . . . The restoration of 
the democratic process . .. is 
made conditional on the Nat- 
ional Conference's acceptance 
of a new dispensation that 
would guarantee a share of 
power for the Congress (I) (HIN- 
DUSTAN TIMES 18 Sept.l 



Is Assam as Special 
as Kashmir 

Assam became a problem 
state a few years ago when Mrs. 
Gandhi treated the problems 
and aspirations of the Assamese 
with contempt and arrogance. 
In spite of the accord' signed 
by Rajiv Gandhi, the ruling 
Asom Gana Parishad and the All 
Assam Student Union are "seek- 
ing special status on the lines of 
Article 370 which applies to 
Jammu and Kashmir. . . they 
want the State Government to 
have special rights to confer 
citizenship and permanent res- 
ident status and to be able to 
restrict the sale and purchase of 
property . . . The AASU wants to 
exploit Assamese fears about 
being swamped by outsiders . . ." 
(STATESMAN 19 Sept). 

Hindi Tamil Bhai Bhai 

If the Assamese fear being 
swamped by outsiders, the 
Tamils dread the invasion of 
Hindi-speaking chauvinists. An 
innocuous circular from the 
Press Information Bureau de- 
claring Hindi Week" from 16th 
September and the Pavlovian 
response of Tamil Nadu politi- 
cians . . . has turned the State 
into a simmering volcano about 
to erupt", (S. Rajappa STATES- 
MAN 26 Sept.l The circular 
asked that all official corres- 
pondence, or at least signatures 
on files and letters, must be in 
Hindi. The idea that Hindi 
could be promoted by compell- 
ing officials to try out their sig- 
nature in Devanagari could have 
been dismissed as the joke of 
the year but for the storm of 
protest it has triggered in Tamil 
Nadu" IH.T. Sept. 19) 

The knife-wielding firebrand 
Agriculture Minister Mr. K. Kali- 
muthu, threatened to walk out 
of Fort St. George and Mr. T. 
Veeraswamy Minister for Com- 
mercial Taxes offered to join a 
suicide squad in the battle 
against Hindi". ISTATESMAN 
26th Sept). 

Luckily the Gol assured the 
State Government about the 
continuation of English and 
while Mr. Kalimuthu was able 
to stay safely within the pre- 
cincts of Fort St. George, the 
North was spared the prospect 
of learning Tamilian Hindi in 
addition to the Shudh Hindi 
already being inflicted on us. 

TRIBUNE'S Excellent Analysis 

In an excellent analysis of the 
problem of regional urges and 
nationalism (TRIBUNE 24 Sept. ), 
Balraj Puri argues the case not 
only for more autonomy for the 
regions but also for sub-regions. 
What is at stake in the country 
is not only the amount of 
money sanctioned to West Ben- 
gal or the heavy-handedness of 
the Centre in Punjab. It is not 
only whether Assam has the 
ame special status as Kashmir 
or whether the Tamils should 
speak Hindi or _ English. The 
stake is the federal nature of 
our constitution and how far 
the Centre should try to cure 
the cold of a village in Kerala or 
the rheumatism of a boatman in 
Kashmir. Why not let them call 
the local doctor? • 



OH MY 
COUNTRY 
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Bury me under your 
Pavements 

Bury me, oh my country, under 

your pavements, 
Where no man now dare walk 

with head held high, 
Where your true lovers bringing 

you their homage 
Must go in furtive fear of life or 

limb; 

For new-style law and order are 
in use, 

Good men learn, — Stones 
locked up, and dogs turned 



May I be a Sacrifice to your 
Streets 

May I be a sacrfice to your 
streets, oh fatherland, where 

It has become custom that no- 
one shall go with head lifted, 

And that any lover who comes 
out on pilgrimage 

Must go with furtive looks, go in 
fear of body and life; 

Applied to the people of heart 
now there is this method of 
administration, 

That stones and bricks are 
locked up, and dogs free. 

Nisar main Teri Galyon Ke 

Nisar main teri galyon ke, ai 

watan, ke jahan 
Chali hai rasm ke ko i na sar 

uthake chale, 
Jo ko i chahne wala tawaf ko 

nikle 

Nazar churake chale, jism-o-jan 

bachake chale; 
Hai ahl-i-dil ke liye ab yp„ raQ - . 

nazm-e-bast-o-kusharl 
Ke sang o khisht muqaiyad hain 

aur sag azad. 
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN'S STUDIES 

Call for End to State and Religious Terrorism 

Women's Groups Resolve to Struggle Against Anti-Women Bias in Society and Media 



The third National Confer- 
ence on Women's Studies 
was held in Chandigarh 
from 1-4 October 1986. Orga- 
nised by the Indian Association 
for Womens Studies, over 400 
women as well as men engaged 
in feminist questions, from dif- 
ferent parts of the country, 
representing many institutions, 
groups and movements took, 
part in the deliberations. 

The conference organised 
under the over-all theme: 
Women, Struggles and Move- 
ments sub-divided into 13 sub- 
themes, began on a noisy note 
with a protest against the Gov- 
ernor of Punjab, Siddhartha 
Shanker Ray, who was the chief 
guest at the inaugural function. 
Dressed inappropriately in 
lounge, suit and tie, the Gover- 
nor in his speech indiscreetly 
chose to quote voluminously 
from Manusmriti. But he did 
not go unchallenged. Even while 
he was, speaking, he was heck- 
led by the delegates. A senior 
member of the academic com- 
munity, Dr. Vina Mazumdar of 



the New Delhi based Centre for 
Womens Development Studies, 
was up on her feet to protest 
against the Governor s speech. 

Later, during a reception, the' 
Governor had to be protected 
by para-military personnel from 
an angry demonstration by over 
a 100 participants who were 
expressing their indignation at 
his (Shri Ray's) role in the brutal 
repression let loose against pol- 
itical activists in West Bengal 
during his tenure as Chief Min- 
ister in the late sixties, and the 



Letter to the Women of Punjab 

The conference, which con- 
cluded on Sunday, addressed 
an open letter to the women of 
Punjab, impressing upon them 
the urgent need to consider the 
formation of a peace and human 
rights commission. The pro- 
posed commission, which will 
include women from all over 
the country, would intervene for 
restoring peace in Punjab and 
other parts of India. 
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Gazette News Service 

The letter, which was released 
on Sunday, urged women and 
their organisations to appeal to 
the Government to search for a 
long-term, viable solution to 
Punjab problem. While sharing 
the agony of Punjabi women, 
the delegates at the conference 
called upon all protesting groups 
"not to tear as under the fabric 
of Indian Society." 

The four-day conference, orga- 
nised by the Indian Association 
for Women's Studies, also passed 
a series of resolutions. One of 
the resolutions expressed con- 
cern over the growing commu- 
nalism in different parts of the 
country, particularly in Punjab, 
Gujarat and Delhi. Communal- 
ism, it feared, would throw the 
struggle for women's emancipa- 
tion back by centuries The ris- 
ing fanaticism, it said streng- 
thened patriarchy and "the per- 
petuation of religious laws which 
are anti-women." In the same 
resolution, the conference con- 
demned the suppression and 
repression of human rights by 
the state in the name of fighting 
terrorism and terrorist violence 
lin the name of religion. 

The resolutions also con- 
demned "the brutal state repres- 
sion of the struggle of the pea- 
santry in various states", the 
growing arms race and threat of 
nuclear war and the atrocities 
committed on Tamils in Sri 
Lanka. Demanding an imme- 
diate end to "state terrorism" 
on innocent Tamils, the confer- 
ence urged the Indian Govern- 
ment to accord recognition and 
support to the struggle of Tam- 
ils for their traditional home- 
land, identity and self-determin- 
ation. 

The conference decried the 
bill on Muslim women and 
demanded enactment of a non- 
sexist secular family law for all 
Indian citizens. 

Inaction of Amniocentesis 

The conference also strongly 
condemned the inaction of the 
Government arid the Indian 
Medical Council on the misuse 
of amniocentesis with the sole 
objective of reducing female 
births through abortions. The 
conference demanded immedi- 
ate ban on the private practice 
of amniocentesis which had 
become a profit making in- 
dustry. 

Sexist Bias in Media 

One of the striking features of 
the conference was the serious 
note taken of the anti-women 
bias in the media. Attention was 
focussed on the various att- 
empts being made in different 
parts of the country to launch 
alternative newspapers and maga- 
zines, films and videos. There 
had been many agitations aga- 
inst biased portrayals of women 
in the media as well as efforts 
(by women and men) from 
within the mainstream media to 
correct the anti-women bias of 
editors, producers, reporters, 
directors and bureaucrats. • 




tarn from a village near Banga- 
lore, Karnataka, My Step- 
mother brought me to Bombay 
under the pretext of taking me on 
a trip. She sold me to a brothel in 
Bandra. 

I was so young. I was terrified 
by my experiences in the brothel. 
It was all so filthy. I just could not 
take it all but I was imprisoned in 
that brothel. I would not step out. 
Anyway, where could I have gone? 

bay people speak. I was almost a 
child really. 

One day, police raided the bro- 
thel. It was only a perfunctory 
call. The brothel keeper paid the 
bail and we were to go back to 
brothel. I told the sub-inspector 
that 1 did not want to go back. I 
demanded that 1 be allowed to 
speak to the magistrate. But the 
magistrate just ordered our 
release on bail. We were being led 
to the waiting taxis hired by the 
pimps when I bit the police offic- 
er's hand, escaped and ran back 
to the court. I told the magistrate, 
"before you send me back to the 
brothel, sell your daughter to the 
brothel first." The magistrate 
ordered that I should be commit- 
ted to Asha Sadan (an institution 
for teenage women in distress 
run by Bombay's wealthy social- 
ites). 

I lived happily in Asha Sadan 
for a year or more. But they said I 
was from Karnataka and I should 
be transferred to an institution in 
Bangalore. I did not want to go. 

In Bangalore, I was admitted to 
an institution for mentally retar- 
ded girls. Our matron usurped 
milk meant for us. I exposed this 
malpractice to the visiting gover- 
nor of the institution. After that it 
was decided I should be sent to 
the resident doctor's family to 
work as their servant. 

I was very happy with the doc- 
tor's parents in Chandigarh, Pun- 
jab. The old lady treated me like a 
member of the family. I slept in 
the bedroom with the old couple. 

During the absence o* the 
women away from Chandigarh, 
the doctor's father came home 
drunk and raped me. 1 was alone 
in the bungalow. I had trusted 
him completely, like a father. I ran 
out t if the house first thing in he 
morning and old a neighbour 



about it. With the neighbour accom- 
panying me, I went to the police 
station and lodged a complaint. 
The doctor was very angry with 
me. She said, "Doesn't my father 
have enough money to afford bet- 
ter class prostitutes that he should 
use you?" 

They sent me back to Banga- 
lore. The matron said I ought to 
be sent back to Bombay . . . 

I was sent back to Bombay with 
a young lady. I was told I was 
being sent to Asha Sadan. In fact, I 
was sold into a brothel in Grant 
Road, Bombay. It was there that I 
began to lose my mind everytime 
I saw those customers. 

In this brothel, I became very ill. 
1 suffered from severe forms of 
VDs. I was hospitalised. I appealed 
to the doctor to free me from the 
brothel life. He contacted the 
women police who sat by my bed 
in the hospital until 1 was well 
enough to be shifted to Asha 
Sadan. 

I have not been behaving well. 1 
do get violent. But I am not mad. It 
is just when I think of all those 
customers coming at me, that 1 
want to destroy everything or kill 
myself." 

(After one such bout, the Asha 
Sadan authorities simply dumped 
Leela in the offices of the Woman 
Police Inspector, Juvenile Aid 
Police Unit IJAPUi, Bombay, I met 
Leela there. She was cuddling a 
woolen teddy. She was hostile to 
everyone and became very agi- 
tated when a male officer talked 
to her. She said to me: "What's the 
point of talking about it all. You 
can't do a thing to them, to those 
customers. Can you shoot them? 
Will you shoot them?" X is only 
when 1 said that 1 would indeed 
shoot them dead, that Leela told 
me her story. The police assured 
me that they would place her in 
custody of a police surgeon and 
arrange for her examination and 
treatment. A day later, however, 
they told me that they had com- 
mitted her to a Mental Hospital. 
They knew they would get away 
with this easy, uncomplicated 
solution, for they had a certificate 
from an expert declaring Leela a 
schizophrenic with suicidal and 
homicidal tendencies.) 

Courtesy: Asian Women and 
Struggle for Justice 
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

MSE PREMISES/FALSE PROMISES 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations (U.N.) observes World 
Food Day every year on 16 October. "It was instituted in order to mobilise and sustain interest 

and support for the necessary long-term effort to overcome hunger, and its principal cause, 
poverty". Yet, inspite of the FAO and its members governments (many believe because of their 

policies) 950 million people go hungry every day, and 20 million die every year from food- 
related i 



RISE PREMISES 

I. Redistribution 

False premise: Control over productive assets 
—land, water, credit, access to markets — is only 
one of many problems, parallel to it are other 
problems, such as rapid population growth, mal- 
nutrion, low production levels, and environmen- 
tal degradation. 

NO. Such a formulation obscures cause and 
effect. It is the distribution of control over pro- 
ductive assets that in large pait determines the 
other factors. Only when people share democrati- 
cally in control over resources can they create a 
context in which it is both rational and feasible to 
1/choose to have fewer children 2/increase pro- 
duction, and 3/protect their environment. 




II. Obstacles to Reform 




premise: The primary obstacles to 
reforming control over productive assets are con- 
stitutional barriers, ambiguities in land reform 
legislation, the lack of funds, and the scarcity of 
land. 

NO. The primary o stacle to reform is the 
power of the established dominant group, often 
backed by considerable foreign resources (through 
such channels as the World Bank, FAO, transna- 
tional corporations, regional development banks 
and bilateral programmes). Such groups often 
employ the above tactics and rationalisations to 
further dealy a just redistribution. Land scarcity, 
for example, is a false obstacle; one of the worl s 
most land-scarce countries has carried out one of 




the most successful land reforms (China). Land 
reform does not necessarily mean dividing up the 
land into little plots. The goal, rather, is a just 
and genuine sharing of control over the produc- 
tion process. 



III. The Absence of Conflict 

False premise: Agrarian reform and rural 
development are essentially conflict free. The only 
conflicts that emerge are those among several 
equally legitimate priorities competing for scarce 
resources. 



NO. Agrarian reform cannot avoid the disman- 
tling of power structures and therefore, social 
conflict. Such conflict already exists. In its most 
brutal and visible from those who benefit from 
the status quo fight tooth and nail any attempts 
at agrarian reform. Violence and suffering become 
the daily reality for more and more of the world's 
people in countries like the Philippines, Nicara- 
gua, Brazil and Chile to name just a few. Less vis- 
ibly, we find growing daily violence against peo- 
ple in the form of malnutrition, joblessness and 
the diseases of poverty. 





IV. Agrarian Reform, a Third 
World Problem 

False premise: Agrarian reform and rural 
development are Third World problems. Coun- 
tries like the United States have solved their fun- 
damental agrarian and agricultural problems and 
therefore represent a model to be followed by 
those less advanced. 

NO. The root cause of hunger in the Third 
World — the tightening of economic, and there- 
fore political, grip of a few — is intensifying in 
the industrial countries, particularly the United 
States. The destruction of agricultural resources, 
the growing impoverishment of farmers, rural 
landlessness and unemployment, the exploitation 
of over a million immigrant and migrant labour- 
ers, rising food prices, and unhealthy food addi- 
tives — all associated with the tightening of con- 
trol over the food system — are only a few of the 
costs. 

Equally true, agricultural "modernisation'' a la' 
the United States model means high production 
at very high risk. Deepening fossil fuel depen- 
dency, heavy doses of toxic chemicals, extreme 
geographic crop specialisation, the narrowing of 
genetic diversity, and the concentration of decision- 
making power and fewer and fewer industrial 
corporations, create a model of vulnerability, not 
a model of security. 

Finally, agricultural a la' the United States 
model means a heavy reliance on exports to 
maintain U.S. farm income. Through massive 
food aid" and "market development" strategies, 
people in other countries are made dependent 
on imports of questionable future availability and 
price stability. 
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FALSE PROMISES 

V. Land Reform 

False promise: All land reforms reflect a desire 
by the government to help the rural poor. 
Governments and international agencies can 
carry out agrarian reform and rural development 
on behalf of the poor. 

NO. Many so-called land reforms have been 
inspired and carried out by dominant groups to 
serve their own interests, not those of the rural 
poor. Such reforms have ignored those most in 
need — the many poor workers totally deprived 
of land. They have exempted those who put land 
into production for export. At best they have 
allowed tenants — often a pitifully small number 
— to buy land from their landlords, often under 
onerous terms. The net effect has been to streng- 
then the existing rural power structure, not dis- 
lodge it. Such pseudo reforms must never be con- 
fused with the redistribution of economic and 
political power carried out with the active partic- 
ipation of the rural dispossessed. 

Genuine agrarian reform and rural develop- 
ment commence only once people struggle to 
create their own institutions, responsive to their 
needs. While recognising the critical role to be 
played by leadership accountable to the people, it 
must be understood that agrarian reform cannot 
be done to people. Nor can it be done for people. 
The process of reform is as important as the 
reform itself. 





VI. Targeting the Poor 

False promise: Where redistribution of control 
over productive resources in not politically feasi- 
ble, rural development can occur anyway by tar- 
getting programmes toward the poorest groups. 

NO. It is upon this hope that many lobby for 
"better" aid projects. Without first confronting 
inequities in control, the benefits from technolog- 
ical innovations, agricultural extensions programs, 
credit, cooperatives, improvements in physical 
infrastructure and food-for-work programmes, 
etc., inevitably get skewed toward the better off 
and more powerful groups. The economic margi- 
nalisation of the majority, and therefore rural 
poverty, is intensified, not alleviated. 

A few show-case projects that seem to benefit a 
small runner of poor do exist. But their cost is 
generally so great as to make them irreplicable. 
They are tolerated by the dominant groups only 
as long as they remain isolated and thus not 
threatening to the status quo. Most importantly, 
through such projects the poor are not funda- 
mentally empowered to protect their interests. 



VII. Modernisation 

False promise: The problem is that agricultu- 
ral modernisation has left behind the great major- 
ity of rural people, mired in traditional patterns 
of poverty. Rural development means drawing 
more and more rural people into the modern 
sector. 

NO. Modernisation of agriculture implies simply 
the introduction of new methods and technolo- 
gies. In the vast majority of countries the real 
purpose of the modernisation of agriculture is to 
drain wealth off of rural workers. Rural develop- 
ment, however, means an improvement in the 
lives of the majority of rural people — better diet 
and housing, more satisfying work and security, 
enhanced feelings of personal worth and in- 
creased decision-making power over personal and 
community life. New methods and new technolo- 
gies are appropriate if and only if they foster rural 
development so understood. 

The modernisation of agriculture has not 
simply "left behind" the majority; rather, it has 
actively impoverished them by excluding them 
still further from control over productive assets. 
Only when the foundation is laid for equitable 
control of resources will improved agricultural 
production translate into improved living condi- 
tions. Rural development starts with agrarian 
reform. 




VIII. Trade 

False promise: Increased trade is progress. The 
rural economies of the developing countries need 
to be linked with the world economic system 
through trade. 

NO. Trade structured to drain wealth has been 
a prime mechanism in underdeveloping the now 
poor countries. More of the same is not the 
answer. 

Trade is promoted uncritically by elites whose 
control over productive resources allows them to 
profit by foreign sales at the expense of the 
majority. For them, export expansion is the way 
to compensate for the stagnating local market 
they helped to impoverish. Export profits are an 
incentive to further tighten their grip on resour- 
ces as well as a means by which to do so. 

Trade can be beneficial but only once basic 
needs are met locally and the income generated 
is controlled for the benefit of the entire society. 





IX. Foreign Aid 



False promise: Foreign assistance and transna- 
tional corporate investment are essential to rural 
development. , 

NO. Much of official foreign assistance and vir- 
tually all transnational corporate investment serve 
to re-inforce the interests of only the minority 
who monopolise the productive resources. Redis- 
tribution of control over those resources must 
come first. Then both aid and foreign corpora- 
tions must be carefully evaluated for their poten- 
tial to contribute to self-determined and equitable 
development. 



X. People's Participation 

False promise: Governments and development 
agencies have come increasingly to see the need 
for people's participation" in development. 

NO. Genuine participation of people in taking 
hold of development problems is what is being 
resisted, in many cases outlawed, in the very 
countries claiming to be for participation." 
Where the hungry and landless organise to 
demand their rights they are often brutally 
repressed. The language of participation" is then 



used by governments to draw attention away 
from their suppression of their people's right to 
organise. Many decision-making policies now en 
vogue among governments, rather than being a 
tool for people's participation, extend and ration- 
alise an elite-based government's control over the 
people. 





XI. Women and 
Development 

False promise: Women must be increasingly 
incorporated into the development process. 

NO. The issue is not one of bringing women 
into the economic process but of recognising and 
building upon their de facto contributions to the 
economic process. A development strategy that 
does not confront fundamental structural inequa- 
lities is likely to exacerbate the powerlessness of 
women. Wage relations and demands of commer- 
cialisation can deprive women of the power they 
had exerted in traditional modes of production. 
Western-based development programmes have en- 
couraged educa'ion, technical training; and credit 
to be directed almost e\ lusively toward males. 
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Jaya Jaitly Reviews 

Nawal el Sa'adawi: 



Woman at Point Zero 



"They condemned me to death 
not because I killed a man — 
there are thousands of people 
being killed everyday-but be- 
cause they are afraid to let me 
live. They know that as long 
as I am alive they will not be 
safe, that I shall kill them. My 
life means their death. My 
death means their life. They 
want to live. And life for them 
means more crime, more 
plunder, unlimited booty. I 
have triumphed over both life 
and death because I no longer 
desire to live, nor do I any 
longer fear to die. I want 
nothing, I hope for nothing. I 
fear nothing: therefore 1 am 
tee 




WOMAN 

at ?o\m 

Nawal El Saadawi 



This is Firdaus, a woman 
condemned to death for 
killing a pimp; the woman 
who tells the story in Dr. Nawal 
'El Saadawi's novel Woman at 
Point Zero (Zed Books Ltd. 
19831. I bought this short, yet 
remarkable novel at Streelekha, 
an unusual bookshop in Banga- 
lore exclusively dealing with 
literature by and on women. 
Based on the actual experience 
of Firdaus, who was later exe- 
cuted, Saadawi binds her story 
with perceptions gained during 
her study of neurosis in Egyp- 
tian women, conducted at the 
notorious Qanatir Women's Pri- 
son, as well as her own incar- 
ceration in the same prison 
during the Sadat regime for 
holding unpalatable views as a 
feminist author. The heroine 
Firdaus symbolises with a cer- 
tain savage beauty the author's 
'deep commitment to the strug- 
gles of Arab women and her 
admiration for the sense of 
pride and detachment attained 
by this particular woman in her 
quest for justice, equality and 
human warmth. Through Fir- 
daus' own words, the author 
evokes her passage from child- 
hood dominated by her father, 



to marriage where she is noth- 
ing hut a commodity to be used 
according to the whims of a 
distasteful old man. She clings 
to the self respect and dignity 
she finds in her school certifi- 
cate wishing to gain respectabil- 
ity through her desire to be 
educated and independent. Cir- 
cumstances however, lead her 
to prostitution. Saadawi brings 
an inexorable and inevitable 
character to the chain of events 
which drags the reader along 
feeling, "I would have done the 
same". This pecial quality of 
Woman at Point Zero to evoke 
in the reader total empathy 
with a woman battling the for- 
ces of a male-dominated society 
is enhanced further by the 
extraordinary portrait of the 
prostitute, Firdaus, who after 
attempting to find love and live 
a life of virtue discovers, My 
virtue, like the virtue of all those 
who are poor, could never be 
considered a quality but rather 
looked upon as a kind of stu- 
pidity. Now I realised that the 
least deluded of all women was 
the prostitute. That marriage 
was the system built on the 
most cruel suffering for women. 
A women's life is always mis- 
erable. A prostitute is however a 
little better off. I was able to 
convince myself that 1 had 
chosen this life of my own free 
will. " 

Novelist Saadawi's style, vigo- 
rous and sharp, occasionally 
winds through evocative but 
somewhat repetitive imagery 
where the reader loses touch 
with the proud and clear head- 
ed Firdaus and finds herself 
wallowing the author's interpre- 
tation of Firdaus' darked and 
deeper emotions. 

As a Novel Woman at Point 
Zero' has an unusually stark 
beauty. The condition of women 
in society and the motivation 
that drives many to prostitution 
and the indomitable essence of 
the human spirit demanding 
dignity and freedom are all 
movingly captured. 

If Saadawi had attempted to 
make no further comment, or 
had not allowed her devotion to 
the "idea of Firdaus to get the 
better of her, both she, the cas- 
ual reader and feminists could 
have come to an undestanding 
of the condition of Arab women 
and their future. Here the solu- 
tion is violent and morbid. 
Freedom is equated with death, 
and all men seem to deserve is 
a violent end. Surely this is not 
the message, nor the norm to 
be admired. If Firdaus had to 
die, was that really more cour- 
ageous' 5 For Firdaus yes; but 
surely not for all women enga- 
ged in the struggle for a just 
and equal existence? 
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A Petition to Guru Gobind Singh 



Bhagwant Singh Dilawari 




As a humble Sikh, 1 knock at 
your door to seek your guid- 
ance. In 1699 A.D. when you 
decided to give Amrit to the 
Panj Piaras, you first asked 
them to offer their heads to you 
and took from them the prom- 
ise to serve humanity, without 
discrimination, remember the 
Lord 24 hours, live a life of 
Truth, Purity and Humility, re- 
sist tyranny at the cost of their 
lives, defend the weak and the 
tyrannised at all costs and 
become a universal human 
being through your call: Manas 
Ki Jaat Sabhe Eke Pehchanbo 
(Recognise the entire human 
race as of one caste). 

Sixteen years ago, in recogni- 
tion of your devotion to the 
Khalsa and in fulfilment of your 
promise to lift the fallen to your 
feet, you prepared me for the 
life of the Khalsa as 1 under- 
stood of your Act in 1699. In 
1971, I took amrit vows. You 
graciously granted an urge in 
me to leave my job in 1979, 
come to Tapovan to serve lep- 
rosy patients as my brothers as 
sisters and children, none of 
whom is a Sikh, and you bes- 
towed on me the practical les- 
sons to enable me to become 
the Khalsa of 1699. 

Then came Bhindranvvale. 
The lesson of Love that I learnt 
from you became the lesson of 
Hatred at his hands. The lesson 
of protection of the innocent be- 
came the lesson of killing of 
those who opposed me. I be- 
came bewildered, aghast, first at 



the unbelief that distorted mess- 
ages can come from the Golden 
Temple where Bhindranwale 
stayed, then my soul went 
through fire to understand that 
he was indeed giving such mes- 
sages. That he was chosen by 
others to disrupt Sikh politics 
or that he was someone else's 
play thing is of no consequence 
to me. 1 thought and said that 
he was communicating wrong 
messages and that I was your 
Sikh and not Bhindranwale's. 

The rulers foolishly thought 
that they could get away with 
hurting the sentiments of the 
entire Sikh community on ac- 
count of their protege's folly of 
becoming too big. I protested 
again. There was a huge mas- 
sacre in Punjab of innocent 
Sikhs in June 1984 and follow- 
ing the murder of Indira Gandhi, 
another massacre of Sikhs in 
various towns of the country in 
November 1984. But I never took 
these happenings as the licence 
to kill innocent people any- 
where. I was humiliated, I was 
hurt and I was stunned, but I 
tried to remember the teachings 
of Love and Service of human- 
ity, especially under difficult 
circumstances. I remembered 
your message of doing good to 
the bad, of touching the feet of 
those who gave me blows, of 
making a friend out of a foe, of 
becoming the friend of every- 
one. 

Today, those who spread a 
wrong message in your name 



have made it possible for me to 
be called an extremist, a terro- 
rist. Today, the most sacred 
Amrit ceremony which I devo- 
tedly underwent in 1971 and 
which keeps me at the feet of 
leprosy patients, is looked down 
upon as dangerous . The Amrit- 
dhari Sikhs are considered more 
extremist. 

I am absolutely clear that it is 
from you that I learnt universa- 
lity. It is from you that I leamt 
to look upon every human 
being as my own. It is Sikhism 
which taught me secularism, it 
is Sikhism which taught me 
never to frighten anyone and 
never to be frightened. And it is 
the same Sikhism that seems lo> 
teach some people to kill inno- 
cent people against the per- 
ceived wrongdoing to innocent 
Sikhs. 

Guide me, today, to become 
Nirvair (hatred-free), to wear the 
garb of forgiveness (pehre 
khinia sigan and guide me 
particularly to remember that 
the pain of the Hindu widow is 
no different from that of the 
Sikh widow. Mukatsar is no dif- 
ferent from Delhi killings. And 
when 1 loudly protest against 
the massacre of human beings 
who happen to be Sikh I Nov- 
ember 841, my protests should 
not be subdued against killing 
of other human beings who 
happen to be Hindus. Let me 
not be busy in counting bodies; 
let my heart melt. Your humble 
devotee ... • 
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Sita Speak 



Si fa speak your side of the stoiy. 
We know the other too well . . . 

Your father married you to a prince, 

told you to be pliable as the bow 

in your husband's hand 

Didn tyou note Ram broke the magic bow? 

They say you — the ideal daughter 

bowed your head in obedience 

as you were sent away. 

With your husband you chose exile; 

suffered privation, abduction 

and then the rejection — 

the chastity test on the scorching flames 

the victim twice victimised. 

Could those flames turn to flowers 

without searing the soul? 

They say you were the ideal wife; 

you questioned him not 

and let him have his way. 

Your brother-in-law, so quick to anger 
on his brother's behalf 
left you, mother-to-be, alone 
in the dark forest 

without explanation or comforting word. 

His brother's command! 

Some citizens' demand! 

Was injustice to a woman not worthy 

of his anger? 
You, loving sister-in-law, 
bore all in silence 
and let him go away. 



The sons you nurtured with such love 
amidst nature and the wild woods — 
sons with the prowess to challenge their 

father's army 
were disarmed with a word. 
Unhesitantly they joined him — 
future rulers of his land. 
Their lineage was accepted 
yet your purity still questioned? 
You, devoted mother, stopped them not; 
bowing to the test, palms folded in farewell, 
you bid the earth beneath to give way. 

The poets who wrote your story 
said; a woman is not worthy of hearing 
the Ramayana; like a beast she is St only 
for being beaten. 

Could such poetry ever bring you glory? 
Yet they s ke their verses without challenge 
and with such falsehoods got away. 

Sita speak! 

You who could lift the magic bow in play 
with one hand 

who could command the earth with a word 
how did they silence you? 

— Bina Agarwal 



Ranakpur 
off wooded spurs 
in sandy valleys 
along the rugged 
Arr;.vallis: 
^ Ranakpur a dream in stone 
a land of chivalry 
brave and bold; 
Ranakpur on the border 
of brave and dusty 
Mewar-Marwar. 

This baroque expression 
this erotic creation 
this medieval passion 
a riddle its relation 
to 

all the frustration, decadence, 

all the death 

of aesthetic sensation. 

Bells ringing 

friezes of carved stone 



singing 

dancing 

pulsating 

harmonising choral ragas 
meditating the cool and calm 
of transient moments 
leading into the stateless state 
awaiting wo-man 
at some future point of time. 

In Ranakpur 

morning came 

in warm wintry sun-beams 

over the green hills, 

filtering 

light and shade 

on milky sculputres 

embedded for ever 

in this impossible architecture, 



Solitude in the hills 
silence on the walls 
wild life in the jungle 
a veritable festival 
of evolution 

sculputred in maddening 

profusion; 
here was no illusion 
only a deluge of 
artistic exuberance 
architectured in garlands 
adorning gods, goddesses 
musicians and dancers 
engaged in yogic postures 
of harmonic perfection 
seeking eternal salvation. 

This artistic brilliance 
this craftman 's genius 
this innate freedom 
this mad anarchy 
to pursue to infinity 
the artist's ethic- 
can it be compatible 
with social and national 

cohesion; 
with the demands of 
a scriptural socialism — 

Can we explain the 
history of folk tradition 
in Marxian terms of 
dialectical materialism 
or 

is there some more 
fundamental link 
between folk creativity 
primitive society 
this mad artistry 
this effusion 
of artistic profusion? 

— Baljit Malik 



In Ranakpur 
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-The * Minority Rights 

• Civil Liberties 

• Equality for Women 

• Democratic Values 

• Environmental Protection 

One Standard For All 

On October 12, addressing what is reported as a mam- 
moth rally of his followers from all over Maharashtra in 
Bombay s Shivaji Park, Shiv Sena chief Mr Bal Thackeray 
exhorted Hindus to prepare themselves for a "religious 
war'' which he warned might engulf the whole country 
Calling on Hindu temples to give away their funds to arm 
Senas and Hindus he said "I want to buy arms for tomor- 
row's sacred war". He went on to say "We are prepared to 
be fully cooperative and live in harmony with Muslims 
and Sikhs provided they reciprocate by their actions.'' 
Mr Thackeray's warning to the two communities is 
explicit. Either they must mend their ways, presumably 
in the eyes of Mr Thackeray and his followers, or else the 
Shiv Sena would ask Hindus to arm themselves. 

These are fighting words, dangerous words from a 
man who, indisputably, enjoys great power in Bombay 
and its surrounding areas. In the present national cli- 
mate of suspicion between communities, when the 
situation in many parts of the country is at explosion 
point, they are potential dynamite. Yet they have gone 
virtually unreported in the national press. 

The massive rally, obviously newsworthy, both be- 
cause it had the Shiv Sena chief speaking on his newly 
adopted national platform of protecting Hindu interests, 
not merely the interests of the Marathi speaking people, 
and because it announced the Shiv Sena's intention to 
fight the Maharashtra Assembly elections on its own 
— "You will see the saffron flag of the Sena on the Legisla- 
ture after the next election' thundered MrThackeray — 
went strangely unreported in the national English lan- 
guage press, except for a report tucked away on page 4 of 
The Statesman of October 14th 

Yet this is one of the most blatantly communal 
speeches made by an influential political leader, who 
openly calls for a Hindu jehad'. MrThackeray has made 
history by asking for temple funds to wage war. Yet his 
words were not reported to the rest of the nation by 
newspapers which report faithfully the most trival of 
statements, made in the most moffusil of towns, by Akali 
of AISSF or other Sikhs of varying degrees of importance. 
MrThackeray is news, he makes news. But he failed to do 
so in this instance. Unfortunately his words will have the 
same effect as if they had been fully and honestly 
reported. He will repeat them, certainly, and press 
silence cannot be maintained permanently. 

Elsewhere we have reported a public meeting where 
Mr Nirula, retired Chief Justice of the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court, pointed out the double standards 
at work in our country: He cited the case of the respected 
ragi' Professor Darshan Singh, who has been held in 
detention on charges of sedition for allegedly inflamma- 
tory speeches which are supposed to attack the integrity 
of the nation, while a leading national daily publishes 
the most vitriolic. Communal writings against the Sikhs, 
writings which can only spread communal hatred, 
without any action being taken against the writers. 

Can we afford these double standards? At stake is our 
national integrity. All those who preach communal div- 
isiveness, who call for communal violence, no matter 
who they are, to what community or party they belong, 
wield powerful weapons which are undermining that 
integrity. Only one single standard, one criterion, can 
deal with this danger which is not longer a threat, but is 
; -)on us. By that single standard the guilty must be 
singled out, the innocent freed from harassment and 
injustice. Mr Thackeray s ultimatum is not only to the 
Sikhs and Muslims. It is to the Indian State itself. 



Know all human beings to be ivpositories ot Dixine light; 
Stop not to enquire about their caste: 

Hag Asa 



In the Hereafter there aw no castes. 9 9 



The Dilemma of 'Surplus' Food 

and Hunger 




In 1966 net 
food grain pro- 
duction Inet 
production has 
been taken as 
87.5 per cent 
of the gross 
production! in 
India was recorded at a very 
low figure of 63 million tonnes. 
The country was forced to 
import as much as 10 million 
tons of food grains. 

By 1985 net food grain pro- 
duction had increased to 128 
MT. Instead of importing food- 
grain, the country exported 3 
lakh tonnes of grain this year. 
What is more, it accumulated 
nearly 29 million tonnes of 
foodgrain stocks (June '85). 

In 1966 it was possible to 
procure only 4 m.t. of food 
grain. In 1985, upto the month 
of November, it was possible to 
procure 20 m.t. of grain. 

However the picture doesn't 
appear so rosy if we look at the 
figures of per capita per day net 
availability of foodgrains. In 1965 
it was 480 grams per day, in 
1985 it was down to 463 grams 
per day. 

Further, while it is true that 
we do not have to import food- 
grains anymore, it is equally 
true that our fertiliser imports 
have increased manifold. In 
1960-61 India's imports of fertil- 
isers (NPK) amounted to 419 
thousand tonnes of nutrients; in 
1984-85 this import amounted 
to 3624 thousand tonnes of 
nutrients. 

Informative as the above sta- 
tistics may be regarding particu- 
lar aspects of our food system, 
they do not tell us how well it 
is performing its most basic, 
most essential function — that 
of keeping away hungrer and 
mulnutrition from India's over 
700 million men, women and 
children. Let's see what two of 
our top experts in the field — 
one an economist and the other 
a nutritionist — have recently 
said on this subject. 

Surplus And Buffer Stocks 
Are Indicators of Poverty 

The well-known economist 
Prof. V.K.R.V. Rao said recently 
that India's food surplus is a 
myth wltich cannot be sus- 
tained over years. Delivering a 
lecture at the Delhi School of 
Economics on India's Food 
Surplus — myth and reality' last 
month, Prof. Rao said that al- 
though the food surplus looks a 
reality in physical terms, it 
becomes a myth when factors 
of the lack of purchasing power 
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among countrymen are taken 
into account. 

The equally well-known expert 
on nutrition, Dr. C. Gopalan 
said in a recent review of the 
nutrition scene (See India Inter- 
national Centre Quarterly Vo- 
lume 12, Number 2, 1985), "The 
daily per capita expenditure on 
food which may be necessary in 
order that the family obtains a 
balanced diet will be Rs. 4/-(that 
is Rs. 16 for an entire family of 
four members). As against this, 
the National Nutrition Moni- 
toring Bureau Data for 1980 
show that in 70 per cent of our 
households in the countryside, 
per capita income of the family 
was less than Rs. 2 daily. Our 
buffer stocks are thus appar- 
ently merely an indication of 
the poverty of our masses than 
of real food surplus." 

In other words, we've found 
it much easier to increase 
foodgrains production than 
to ensure that the available 
food reaches the mass of 
hungry and malnourished 
people. A big rise in the imports 
of fertilisers and pesticides (or 
the import of technology for the 
manufacture of farm-chemicals) 
played an important part in 
increasing foodgrain production, 
but purchasing power for the 
poor' cannot obviously be im- 
ported from abroad. It can be 
created only by widespread (or 
structural) economic reforms 
within the country, something 
that has not taken place. 

The Village Reality 

To explain the paradox of 
surplus and hunger though at 
the risk of some simplification, 
an analogy may be drawn with 
the situation in a single village. 
Let's assume that in this village 
most of the land is owned by 
three or four big land-owners, 
while the overwelming majority 
of the hundred and odd other 
families toil in their fields for 
low wages. The productivity of 
this land is low and the pro- 
duce of this land is not ade- 
quate for all families. 

One way of intervention in 
such a low productivity, wides- 
pread hunger situation is that 
the narrow land-ownership pat- 
tern is challenged, and land is 
distributed more or less equally 
among all village families. In 
this way all families will have an 
incentive to increase productiv- 
ity as they know that the bene- 
fits of this increase will accrue 
to them and not to an exploiter 
landlord. Further, if the village 



society becomes more equal, 
there will be more chances of 
people getting together for col- 
lective tasks such as those relat- 
ing to irrigation, drainage, soil- 
conservation, etc. Thus the incen- 
tive of economic betterment 
and the potential for co-opera- 
tion and collective action drives 
the people to raising productiv- 
ity, even if they do not have the 
benefit of adequate fertilisers, 
and other inputs. Food produc- 
tion will increase and reach the 
stomachs of erstwhile hungry 
and malnourished people. 



On the other hand, such 
structural reform may be alto- 
gether avoided. Instead the old 
land-ownership pattern is re- 
tained The big landowners mere- 
ly arrange to get high-producti- 
vity seeds and chemical fertili- 
sers from some outside source, 
and with its help also dig tube- 
wells and get canal water to 
their village. To some extent, 
and at least in the short run, 
such purely technological chan- 
ges can also increase produc- 
tion. So food production increa- 
ses in this system also but it 
doesn't assuage the hunger of 
the poor. So people remain 
hungry while food stocks accu- 
mulate. 

So what do the big landlords 
do? Even as their poor neigh- 
bours remain hungry they may 
feed more and more grain to 
pigs, poultry and cows so that 
they can get more eggs and 
high quality dairy and meat 
products for themselves. Or they 
may sell the foodgrain outside 
the village, even as most villag- 
ers remain hungry, to purchase 
luxury consumer items for them- 
selves (or to pay for the costs of" 
buying fertilisers and other in- 
puts). Occassional^, they may 
also distribute a small share of 
grain stocks to their workers so 
that their discontent doesn't 
increase beyond a point. 

Absurdity of Government 
Claims 

On the whole, India has fol- 
lowed this second path of in- 
creasing foodgrains production. 
The government claims to fol- 
low the first path, of course, but 
the absurdity of this claim is 
evident from the fact that only 
one per cent of agricultural 
land has been distributed — 
that too with uneven success — 
after tortuous proceedings for 
land redistribution extending 
over three decades. e 
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Satindra Singh's Two Reports from London 

Face to Face with Ghauhan 



CONVENTION ON 



London, September 23; Dr. 
Jagjit Singh Chauhan, the 
self-appointed head of the 
non-existent state of Khalistan, 
told me today that he was 
against all kinds of violence 
whether it was committed by 
some misguided individuals or 
by law and order enforcement 
agencies. 

"It is a mistaken belief," Dr. 
Chauhan said, "that individual 
terrorism breeds state terrorism. 
On the contrary, state terrorism 
gives birth to individual 
terrorism." 

In his white silken Kurta and 
Churidar Payajama, the tall and 
slim Dr. Chauhan with his flow- 
ing grey beard looks like a Sikh 
patriarch of yester years. Al- 
though he proclaims himself as 
the head of a Government in 
exile, he personally looks after 
the creature comforts of those 
who call on him at Khalistan 
House on 12 Talbot Road Lon- 
don W2. He presents his case 
like a teacher possessed but 
without either raising his voice 
or using a strong expression. 
His study of medicine and his 
I long years of medical practice, 
it appears, make him treat all 
"subjects, including the Khalis- 
tan movement, with a rare det- 
achment. He does not lose his 
patience even when needled by 
an usually inquisitive caller. But 
he generally spoils his case 



because of his admittedly limit- 
ed knowledge of the English 
language. More often than not 
he says the opposite of what he 
in fact wants to convey. 

Dr. Chauhan said that the 
Punjab problem would not be 
solved "until and unless the 
New Delhi rulers shed their 
arrogance and opt for a nego- 
tiated settlement with the Sikhs." 

Punjab would never be nor- 
mal and peaceful, Dr. Chauhan 
said, until the Government of 
India declared general amnesty 
and agreed to participate in a 
round table conference with the 
Sikh leaders from all over the 
world to find an agreed solution. 

When asked to elucidate his 
suggestion, Dr. Chauhan said 
that the proposed conference 
should be convened under the 
auspices of the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations and shou- 
ld be attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Rajiv Gandhi and his aides 
on the one hand and the 
acknowledged leaders of the 
Sikh nation on the other. 

When I pointed out the fact 
that there were not only more 
than a dozen Sikh organisations 
operating all over the world, but 
each one of them was claiming 
to be the sole representative of 
the Panth, Dr. Chauhan asserted 
that these bodies were not 
working at cross purposes. Their 
common objective was a sover- 



eign state of Khalistan. Their 
leaders were not competing for 
the "exclusive leadership of the 
panth; they were working among 
various segments of the Sikh 
people. Thus, though this ple- 
thora of organisations might 
apparently seem to emphasise 
sharp division among the Sikhs, 
in practice, it only meant in- 
crease in the area of influence 
of the Khalistan movement. 

Dr. Chauhan categorically 
stated that the Anandpur Sahib 
resolution was now redundant. 
It was time both its adherents 
and opponents consign it to the 
dustbin of history. The Sikhs 
would not now accept anything 
short of a sovereign state. They 
had no faith in the promises 
and bonafides of the New Delhi 
rulers. "But we will not be 
averse to having arrangements 
with all the neighbouring coun- 
tries, including India, to ensure 
lasting peace and tranquility in 
the entire region," Dr. Chauhan 
added. The sooner it was done, 
he said, the better it would be 
for all concerned. Any delay or 
dithering on the part of Indian 
rulers," Dr. Chauhan warned, 
"will only complicate the matter 
further, thereby adversly affect- 
ing the chances of restoring 
peace and tranquility in the 
region through 'a negotiated 
settlement." 



Dal Khalsa Moves to London 



London, September 21; The 
premier Sikh extremist organisa- 
tion, the Dal Khalsa, which has 
now set up its headquarters in 
London, will be reorganised by 
the month-end to make it more 
cohesive and operationally more 
effective. 

This was disclosed to me in 
an exclusive interview by Mr. 
Man Mohan Singh, one of the 
five founding fathers of the 
much-dreaded organisation 
which is outlawed in India. Mr. 
Singh, who carries a reward of 
Rs. 100,000 on his head, escaped 
the Indian Police s dragnet some 
two and a half years ago. He 
arrived in England last year 
after spending some time inNe- 
pal, Thailand, Norway, Denmark, 
and West Germany. 

Mr. Singh said that Mr. Gaj- 
inder Singh, who is in a Pakis- 
tan jail on charges of hijacking 
an Indian Airlines plane, will be 
elected chairman of the Dal 
Khalsa in absentia and he him- 
self is likely to be its vice- 
chairman. Mr Ranjit Singh Rana 
will be the new General Secre- 
tary and Mr.Amrik Singh Sahota 



will be appointed the chief 
organiser. 

Short, fat, with an innate 
sense of humour, Mr. Man 
Mohan Singh does not give the 
impression of a blood-thirsty 
extremist. On the other hand, 
he appears to be an overfed and 
indolent small businessman. Al- 
though not highly educated in. 
the formal sense of the term, 
Mr. Singh is not only well 
versed in the Sikh religion and 
history, he is also conversant 
with national and international 
affairs. Of all the "extremist" 
Sikh leaders whom I have met 
so far, he is the only one who 
does not fight shy of discussion. 
He is both a persuasive speaker 
and a patient listener. Unlike 
others he does not dismiss his 
critics and opponents either in 
a tone of crushing contempt or 
with a vitriolic remark. He re- 
quests them in all humility to 
shed their engrained prejudices 
and examine the Sikh case dis- 
passionately and without any 
preconceived notions. 

Asked about the way out of 
the Punjab impasse, Mr. Singh 




The Spirit of 
Excellence 



said that " Hindu India' should 
quit Khalistan in the first ins- 
tance and then try to evolve 
good neighbourly relations on 
equal terms between the two 
countries. Khalistan is not our 
demand; it is our birth right. 
Acceptance of the Anandpur 
Sahib resolution will not satisfy 
the awakened Khalsa any more. 
After the destruction of Akal 
Takht, desecration of the Golden 
Temple and the planned geno- 
cide of the Sikhs in north India, 
we cannot have any faith in the 
solemn promises and assuran- 
ces of the Hindu leaders of 
India." 

Referring to the killings of 
innocent persons in Punjab, the 
Dal Khalsa leader asked why 
those who wanted him to dis- 
approve of such killings did not 
condemn the reign of terror let 
loose by the police and para- 
military forces in Punjab. More- 
over, the least that the so-called 
innocent Punjabi Hindus could 
do to assuage the lacerated feel- 
ings of the SiVJis is to symboli- 
cally share their anger and 
anguish over the Punjab holo- 
caust by wearing black arm 
bands. 

"If the Punjabi Hindus are not 
prepared to make even this 
small gesture, then the Sikhs 
cannot but consider them guilty 
by association, if not by abet- 
ment, Mr. Singh added. 

The Dal Khalsa leader asser- 
ted that his was not an unreas- 
onable demand. "Do not Hindu 
leaders ask Sikhs to condemn 
killings in order to establish 
their patriotic bonafides?" he 
asked. 
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ecent political develop- 
ments in India are domin- 
ated by the tragic and 
systematic suppression of vari- 
ous groups. Linguistic and reli- 
gious minorities, various reg- 
ional identities, the scheduled 
castes and tribes and the other 
backward classes constitute 
these suppressed groups. Some 
of these groups are, at one end 
of the spectrum, quite hetero- 
genous and newly constituted, 
while, at the other end, there 
are groups that are compact 
and as old as our collective 
memory. 

Even after making all the 
allowances for overlapping iden- 
tities, it can be confidently 
asserted that these suppressed 
groups constitute the over- 
whelming majority of Indians. 
And not just Indians, they 
encompass within themselves 
the overwhelming majority of 
the propertyless, labouring 
masses of India. 

This majority is largely illiter- 
ate and powerless. The power- 
brokers of the dominating min- 
ority can easily divide them into 
helpless segments or, worse, 
into hostile factions by manipu- 
lating the degrading but power- 
ful symbols of casteism, com- 
munalism, linguistic and re- 
gional chauvinism. Ruling over 
this dismembered body of sub- 
alterns with provocations, with 
incitements to riot and massa- 
cre and, failing these, with fas- 
cist methods and fascist laws 
has come to be known as 
secularism and national inte- 
gration. 

The results are there for all to 
see. This so-called secularism 
and national integration has 
eroded communal harmony; cre- 
ated linguistic and inter-regional 
discord and rivalry; incited eth- 
nic and caste violence; and, 
now, it threatens the very exist- 
ence and development of the 
nation. 

In view of such a situation, 
patriots and democrats belong- 
ing to all sections of the Indian 
nation, irrespective of their birth 
and achievement, are increas- 
ingly asking, Whither India? Is 
India to slide into a vicious cir- 
cle of governmental and private 
terrorism and heartless ethnic 
strife? Is it to be balkanised out 
of existence? Is an increasingly 
brutal and brutalising centra- 
lised state its only destiny? Are 
all identities to be dissolved by 



throwing the nation into a vitri- 
olic mixture of corruption eco- 
nomic stagnation, discrimin- 
atory distribution, gender sup- 
pression and brutal state vio- 
lence? 

Or is India to strike out on a 
different road which combines 
growth with equality and unity 
with a multi-layered process of 
autonomy that recognises both 
disjunctions and conjunctions 
in the various caste, tribal, nat- 
ional, regional and religious 
identities? In short, is India, to 
put it in the phrase known to 
all since their school days, to 
have unity in diversity? 

This choice of roads con- 
fronts every Indian, today. We 
are convinced that the present 
turn in Indian history will lead 
us to a cul-de-sac of disaster 
and liquidation. All well-mean- 
ing Indians, irrespective of their 
origins and inspite of the limita- 
tions imposed by these origins, 
must rise to the occasion and 
devise the ways and means for 
achieving a truly democratic 
and secular nation. 

The problems are deep. They 
have many complex economic, 
political, social, cultural and 
juridical dimensions. But com- 
plexities will have to be over- 
come with supreme collective 
effort when democracy and our 
nation's integration are at stake. 

We, the undersigned, have 
resolved therefore to invite all 
those who wish to chart out a 
correct path for the Indian 
nation to gather at a Conven- 
tion on Communalism and the 
Threat to Diversity to be held in 
Calcutta on 7-10 November. 1986. 

We hope that such a conven- 
tion will illuminate our tasks in 
the building of the nation. 

Among the supporters of the 
Convention are; 

Lt. Gen. iretd.l J.S. Arora, Ashok 
Mitra, Krishna Raj, Gursharan 
Singh, Saeed Mirza, Santosh 
Rana, Salman Hashmi, Baljit 
Malik, A Gopal Ayyer, A.S. 
Narang, Dalip, Singh, Pritam 
Singh, Sandeep Pendse, Rajini 
Kothari, A.G. Noorani, IqbaJ 
Masud, Madhu Kishwar, Balraj 
Puri, Walter Fernandes, Ghan- 
shyam Shah, Mahip Singh. 
Manishi Jani, Javid Laiq, Achyut 
Yagnik Guru Bhagat Singh, Ruth 
Vanita, Shyam Benegal, Jagmo 
han Singh, Gyan Singh Sandhu 
Vasanti Raman, Kaifi Azmi, Smita 
Patil, Vijay Pratap, Shabanj 
Azmi, V'.T Rajsekhar, # 
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The Sidhus of Delhi: A Total Theatre Family 



A major undercurrent in many 
of his plays is the condition of 
women. Their character varies 
from those who concede to the 
tyranny of men to those who 
flout all social norms in the face 
of their needs, breaking the 
shackles of the social laws bind- 
ing them, and eventually, com- 
ing out as winners. 

Behind every successful man 
stands an inspiring wife. 

But for Sidhu, there is more 
than his wife. There are all their 
five daughters: Veena, PramiUa, 
Pankaja, Asha and Noopur. To- 
gether they make the best of a 
theatre unit. While Sidhu s wife 
plays a crucial role in his life 
and acts' in most of his plays, 
his eldest daughter Veena has 
directed two of his plays, Karor- 
pati and Teg Bahadur'. Pra- 
milla has recently directed his 
widely acclaimed Bhaiya Hakam 
Singh'. While Pankaja and Asha 
would like to act' in his plays, 
Noopur, his youngest daughter, 
studying in the eleventh stand- 
ard, would like to team up as a 
music director. And Veena's 
husband is already acclaimed 
as an actor and a authority on 
stage lighting. 

But how does he, hailing 
from Bha.n in Hoshiarpur 




Dr Sidhu with his wife and five daughters: (from left standing row) Veena, 
Pankaja, Pramilla, Noopur and Asha (sitting extreme left) with Mrs Sidhu. 



district in Punjab, speaking 
fluent Punjabi, relate to the 
present crisis within the 



Excerpts from an interview : 

Since most of your plays 
revolve round the youth, how 
do you relate to the youth in 
Punjab today. Are you work- 
ing on this aspect in your 
forthcoming plays? 

As a teacher-playwright, it is 
my specific field of work to 
study the problems of the youth. 
And in two of my plays I have 
dealt with them at two levels- 
one is on school children and 
the other on college students; 1 
feel that the Punjabi youth has 
been wasted. I see a marked 
degradation of values in them 
as compared to the youth of say 
thirty years ago. Today's youth 



is poorer in idealism. Since they 
have much to live for and their 
energies are not harnessed, they 
are turning violent and destruc- 
tive. In fact the elementary 
science of governing teaches 
you that piri' and n/n" or the 
sword and religion must be 
kept separate. England learnt 
this the harder way, taking 300 
years to evolve a democratic 
form, which we seem to have 
inherited in 35-40 years, and 
still havent learnt from the fol- 
lies of others. Our politics is so 
petty that we fail to understand 
the two, and it is the youth that 
is exploited and eventually suf- 
fers. 

This aspect has been high- 
lighted in my plays like Kal Col- 
lege Band Rahega . In fact, in 
subsequent plays, I have found 
myself to be repetitive of a sim- 
ilar theme. 



A Man of Compassion and Caring : Dilawari 



Dr. Charan Das Sidhu is 
one rare jewel Punjabi 
theatre can boast of. A 
' lecturer in English at Hansraj 
College, Delhi University, he has 
dealt with a variety of themes 
on Punjabi culture in his twelve- 
odd plays, and published two 
major works on English gram- 
mar. A 'director' of his own 
plays and those of the likes of 
Sophocles, Sheakespeare, Plau- 
tus, Milton and Arthur Miller, 
Sidhu at 48 is incredible. His 
published plays amongst them 
'Kal College Band Rehega , Tndu- 
mati Satyadev Bhajno', Baat 
Fattu Jheer Di have won him 
many awards from the Punjabi 
Academy, Sahitya Kala Pari shad 
and Guru Nanak Dev University 
Essentially a lonely fantasist, 
preferring to retire to his 'study' 
— a room in Hansraj College 
Hostel-every now and then he 
captures the grim tragedies of 
our lives in dramatic form. 

Most of his plays are satires. 
Whether religion, politics, rela- 
tionships or conflicts, his ideal- 
ism always prevails. "He teaches 
English but probably dreams in 
Punjabi, using with effect his 
acquired literary tools on the 
subliminal outpourings of his 
dreams ..." remarks a theatre 
buff. And quite truly so. For his 
plays, consequently give vent to 
his passion and conviction, want- 
ing to be heard and taken 
seriously. With most of his plays 
performed by a group of tea- 
chers and students under the 
banner of Collegiate Drama 
Society, eight of his plays are 
based in rural Punjab. Here he 
compassionately depicts the 
courage of the village folk in 
carving out their lives amidst 



On his two recent peace 
missions to Punjab Baba 
Amte had by his side a 
tall, well built Sikh from Maha- 
rashtra. A person you instantly 
feel attracted to, a person you 
want to know more about. The 
person is Sardar Bhagwant Singh 
Dilawari, 56 years old, with a 
long grey beard, turban and two 
big eyes shining through all the 
hair on his face. With his gentle 
manner and soft speech, Dila- 
wariji radiates peace and love in 
profusion. 

Since 1979 this former Indian 
diplomat has been working with 
leprosy patients in the Vidarbha 
Maharogi Seva Mandal, Tapo- 
van, Amravati in Maharashtra. 
The sprawling campus of the 
Tapovan has become his home 
and its 1500 inhabitants, Imost 
of whom are, or have been, lep- 
rosy patientsl his kith and kin. 
In this large family he is the 
only Sikh. He wants to spend 
the rest of his life serving in the 
Mandal unless the "events in 
Punjab drag me there". 

The mutual killings by Hin- 
dus and Sikhs have deeply dis- 
tressed Dilawariji. He feels that 
these killings have been killings 
the human being in each one of 
us: those who are part of the 
killings and .those who don't 
raise their voice against them. 
Together with Baba Amte, Dil- 
wariji has been trying to cement 
the fast deteriorating relation- 
ship between Hindus and Sikhs. 



squalor, dirt, poverty and depri- 
vation. Within the tight grip of 
religion and ignorance, both 
men and women are seen strug- 
gling to survive in whatever 
ways they can, be it through 
education or by putting aside 
the prevalent morality and re- 
placing it with values chisselled 
with earthy common sense. 

Woman — 
A Major Undercurrent 




Bhagwant Singh Dilawari 



His earnestness and intensity 
made me believe him when he 
said that he would be prepared 
to sacrifice his life to create 
harmony. A man like him who 
has freed himself from bondage 
in many ways, would do it! He 
says "My Master was Maya 
(wordly attachment! but with 
the help of Guru Granth Sahib, I 
was released and liberated. 

Sixteen years ago, when he 
was in the Indian Foreign Ser- 
vice (Junior!, he suddenly went 
into a terrible depression, which 
was related to the kind of life 
people like him had to lead. But 
he is not sure what exactly 
caused it. The bechaini' (res- 
tlessness! was such that he 
could not even bring himself to 



talk to his two daughters. The 
suicidal instinct was so strong 
that Once when he had to go to 
Bombay, he hesitated to go 
alone as he was afraid, he might 
jump into the sea to find easy 
release. 

When people suggested he 
should try religion to get out of 
his awful state, he went to visit 
various gurudwaras. On one 
such visit to Bangla Sahib 
gurudwara in Delhi, his "rebirth" 
took place. He was listening to 
Kirtan with his wife, and he felt 
like staying on. And he stayed 
on for ever "in the feet of God." 
Suddenly he experienced re- 
lease, a lifting of the weight of 
depression. From that day onw- 
ards he spent all his free time 
feeding himself on the thoughts 
of Guru Nanak, Kabir and 
Mahatma Gandhi". With an em 
harassed smile Dilawariji recall- 
ed, "You might laugh, infact you 
will laugh if I tell you that once 
wearing a western style suit and 
tie I carried the Guru Granth 
Sahib on my head through the 
airports to Paris, where I was 
stationed." He must have been 
quite a sight! 

It was not long before he felt 
the need to translate his love 
for God into action, into some 
form of work for humanity. His 
first act in this direction was to 
donate half his salary every 
m nth to an educational and 
social work organisation in Pun- 
jab. In 1979 he decided to take 



voluntary retirement and work 
full time in search of God 
through constructive work". 

It was during his search for a 
vocation that while reading 
Gandhi be came across a pas- 
sage "To see God face to face 
you have to love the meanest 
creature as yourself." Society, he 
thought, considered leprosy pa- 
tients as the meanest; so he 
decided to work among them. 
All his decisions now were of 
course guided by "Wahe Guruji". 
When he was 47 years old, 
Bhagwant Singh, the former ser- 
vice officer, went to the Chris- 
tian Medical college in Vellore 
to be trained as a leprosy phy- 
siotherapy technician. 

He then went around the 
country looking for a place to 
work. After a one and a half 
year search for meaningful work, 
he was invited by Dr. Shivajirao 
Patwardhan to join the Vidarbha 
Maharogi Seva Mandal in Tapo- 
van. 

An encounter with a man 
such as him is to glimpse an 
oasis in a desert. It recreates 
new hope and faith in human- 
ity. But people like Dilawariji 
can only succeed in their mis- 
sions for peace and unity if 
many more people join him, if 
many more recognise the 
"Dilawari" within themselves 
and decide to revive the dying 
humanity which pervades our 
society, our country. 

Kamla Bhasin 



Taking the issue on a wider 
perspective, what do you 
think of the Punjab problem? 

Let me make one thing clear 
at the outset. That in a demo- 
cracy the majority rules for five 
years, and it is only after the 
completion of that period that a 
minority has its say. The Punja- 
bis, I think lack wisdom. Sud- 
den prosperity has led to a rise 
in fanaticism and with the 
sophistication in the system, 
the problem has assumed larger 
proportions. Mass communica- 
tion has added to our woes 
since no sooner, did Bhindran- 
wale make a statement that it 
was flashed all over the globe. If 
we have to find a solution, the 
Punjabis must exert themselves 
within the existing framework. 
We require an awakening among 
the masses, especially the youth. 

What about the rise in com- 
munal violence in the coun- 
try? 

In fact, from my first play to 
the last, I have felt very strongly 
about it and my concern about 
it has always been there-directly 
or indirectly. Communalism is a 
cancerous growth in our society, 
and must be wiped out at any 
cost, whether it is Hindu or 
Sikh commmunalism. As a wri- , 
ter I must help in weeding this ' 
out, for art is the cure of all 
souls, though the spirit is lack- 
ing in Punjab. 

What do you mean by the 
spirit is lacking in Punjab? 

Punjab lacks a proper cultural 
atmosphere. In fact, Sikhism has 
come to be an anti-stage, where 
we cannot stage plays on our 
Gurus and their legendary fol- 
lowing, just because the SGPC 
objects to it. I remember a play 
called 'Rani Jindan' which was 
opposed by the SGPC tooth and 
nail, and they won. Our culture 
is such that a grandson cannot 
sit along with his grandfather 
•and share his views. There has 
always been a super-imposition 
on the values of the young, by 
the old, especially in the village 
and such a system is headed , 
for doom. \ 

Who would you blame for 
this? 

Primarily, Islam's influence on 
Sikhism which has made our 
culture the lassi ganne-da-ras' 
type. 

What are the problems that 
the Punjabis face-both in and 
outside Punjab today? 

Outside Punjab, there is a 
feeling that since our roots are 
in Punjab, we are the automatic 
inheritors of fanaticism, and we 
are either potential terrorists or 
brothers and sisters of terror- 
ists. We are considered the cul- 
tural filth of the nation; in fact, 
the graveyard of culture. 

Inside Punjab, the people 
seem to be getting prosperous 
at the cost of sanity. They ought 
to realise that, what they are 
getting is a part of this nation 
and not the exclusive property 
of a state, whether it is water, 
finished products or political 
freedom. 

How can these problems be 
solved? 

The masses in Punjab must 
feel aroused against these activi- 
ties. The politicians must stop 
their politicking, and may be in 
the next decade Punjab can be 
brought back on the rails. So it 
shall be, one day. 

Lakhinder Vohra 
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In 1877 Swami Oayanand 
Saraswati arrived in La- 
hore. During his nearly fif- 
teen months in the Punjab, 
Dayanand founded a series of 
Arya Samajes throughout the 
province. His vision of a Hin- 
duism based on the infallibil- 
ity of the vedas, shorn of 
idolatry, polytheism, Brahmi- 
nical domination and the intri- 
cacies of the Jan system, pos- 
sessing rationality and 
modern science, found ready 
acceptance among educated 
Hindus. 

Swami Dayanand's major tar- 
gets for criticism remained ortho- 
dox Hinduism, Islam and the 
Christian missions. Hindu ortho- 
doxy most condemned, res- 
ponded with villification of this 
sadhu reformer and produced 
its own counter-attacks against 
Dayanand's claim to religious 
truth. In the ensuring controv- 
ersies Dayanand had relatively 
little to say against the Sikhs. 
Only in Amritsar, the holy city 
of Sikhism, did he choose to be 
little their faith, its founders, 
and current practices. Sikh lea- 
ders were outraged, and the 
Nihangs, militant defenders of 
the Sikh religion, threatened to 
assassinate Dayanand for his 
condemnation of their faith. For 
Dayanand, Sikhism was one of 
1 the innumerable cults of Hindu- 
ism, to be noted, refuted and 
then forgotten. "Nanakji (the 
founder of Sikhism) had noble 




Shrill Attacks From Arya Press 

Arya criticism of contempor- 
ary Sikhism grew steadily more 
shrill. Aryas could and did see 
Sikhism as even more degener- 
ate, more decadent than con- 
temporary Hinduism. Sikhs no 
longer followed the monotheis- 
tic doctrines of their great leader 
and were, instead, worshipping 
anything and everything, more 
idolatrous than the orthodox 
Hindus. "By and by, they (the 
Sikhs) became to be what they 
at present are — a body of 
people under the special care of 
the goddess of ignorance and 
superstition." 

Similar attacks on Sikhism 
appeared in the Arya press 
throughout 1887 and 1888. 

The culmination of Arya criti- 
cism of Sikhism took place at 
the Lahore anniversary celebra- 
tion on November 25, 1888. 
I 'an did Guru Datta in a speech 
to the assembly triticised Sik- 
hism: "... the lecturer (Lala 
Guru Datta) trampled under 
foot the honour of the Khalsa 
community, and in the course 
of his speech he said that the 
fact is that Keshab Chandra and 
Guru Govind Singh were not 
even a hundreadth part like our 
Maharishi Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati and it is difficult to 
say whether the Sikhs have any 
religion or not, but surely they 
have no knowledge of any 
kind. . . . But, the Lala Sahib did 
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aims, but he had no learning. 
He knew the language of the vil- 
lages of his country. He had no 
knowledge of Vedic scriptures 
or Sanskrit." His followers lost 
what little of value existed 
within Nanak's teachings, be- 
coming idolaters, one in dege- 
neracy with Puranic Hindus. 
'They do not worship idols, but 
they worship the grantha Saheb 
' which is as good as idolatry. 
Just as idol-worshippers have 
set up their shop in order to get 
their livelihood, so have these 
people. Just as the priests of 
temples ask their 'devotees to 
see the goddess and offer pres- 
ents to her, similarly Sikhs wor- 
ship the book and present gifts 
to ft", Aryas of the Punjab 
could not dismiss the Sikhs 
as did Dayanand in three and 
a half pages of the Satyarth 
Prakash, nor did they choo- 
se, at least not initially, to 
condemn them as degemer- 
ate idolaters. 

Arvas Identify With Sikhism 

At first Aryas identified with 
Sikhism as a movement which, 
like the Samaj, had sought to 
create a purified Hinduism de- 
void of idolatry, caste, and the 
evils of priestly dominance. 
Aryas would capture the Sikh 
past and make it their own. 
Young educated Sikhs reacted 
to the Samaj with sympathy, 
interest, and for a few, enthusi- 
astic commitment. Bhai Jawahir 
Singh worked closely with 
Swami Dayanand during his 
tour of the Punjab, serving as 
Secretary of the ' hore Arya 
Samaj from its inception, and as 
Secretary of the Dayanand 
Anglo-Vedic College fund collec- 
tion committee. Jawahir Singh's 



leadership in the Samaj brought 
other Sikhs into the movement, 
including Bhai Ditt Singh Gyani 
and Bhai Mayya Singh. 

Parallel Criticism 

Parallel to Arya identification 
with Sikh goals and past achie- 
vements ran a current of Arya 
criticism of contemporary Sik- 
hism for many of the same 
errors found in existent Hindu- 
ism. It emerged as early as 1885. 
For Sikhism as with Hinduism, 
the past was glorious, the pres- 
ent dark. "The Khalsa (Sikh) 
community has undergone 
many changes since its forma- 
tion. That sublime and pure 
faith founded on the vedas, 
which was taught by Guru 
Nanak and his worthy succes- 
sors, has since greatly degener- 
ated. Idolatry has again been 
introduced, and priest craft in 
another form has become ram- 
pnt." — Arya Patrika; Dec 12, 
1885. 

The Sikh community had fal- 
len from the high moral stand- 
ard of Guru Nanak in both prac- 
tice and belief even to the point 
of defying the great Guru him- 
self. "Guru Nanak holds a high 
place among a host of reformers 
who have flourished during the 
last few centuries in various 
parts of India and who unaided 
by any education, have tried to 
change the adulterated and cor- 
rupt religion and other institu- 
tions of their times by mere 
force of strong moral character 
and by dint of natural genius." 
After considerable praise of 
Nanak's character, his poetic 
ability and uplifting message, 
the writer carefully pointed out 
present misrepresentations of 
the Guru. "It would be wrong to 



say that whatever he wrote or 
said is true to the very letter. To 
assert such a proposition would 
be to commit ourselves to a 
very ridiculous position. The 
superstitions Sikhs do believe 
him to be an incarnation of the 
Deity and would be uncom- 
monly wrote if anybody cared 
to hint that Granth Sahib is not 
absolutely true..." Aryas specifi- 
cally rejected any claim to infal- 
libility for Guru Nanak, since it 
would have placed Sikhism and 
its founder above their own 
movement and their own pro- 
phet, Swami Dayanand, "That 
his works or his writings can 
not be absolutely true is evident 
from the fact that he was not an 
educated man in the first place. 
He did not study the Vedas or 
the Shastra's or any of the 
schools of philosophy with whi- 
ch the Aryan literature can be 
enriched. Even if he had stu- 
died Sanskrit, even then he 
could have not helped making a 
mistake, for human nature is 
frail and is liable to error. All we 
can say about him is that he 
made less mistakes than could 
be expected from a man who 
had received no education wor- 
thy of the name and who had 
entirely to depend on the re- 
sources of his own uncultivated 
mind." 

praise, 
Guru Nanak 
in his historical role as "an 
intelligent and good man, who, 
because of his lack of educa- 
tion, was clearly less in every 
way than Swami Dayanand". 
Few Sikhs agreed and many 
found this interpretation infu- 
riating verging on heresy — 
Emphasis added. 




not end there, he declared with 
great daring and courage that 
"if Swami Dayimand Saraswati 
Maharaj called Guru Nanak a 
great fraud, what did it matter? 
He held the sun of the Vedas in 
his hands, so if he wanted to 
compare this light with any- 
thing what was that" — Bhai 
Amar Singh: Arya Samaj aur Us 
Ke Bani Ki Taraf Se Duniya Ke 
Mukhtalif Hadian Mazhab Ke 
Be-i-izzati (Insults against the 
founders of different religions of 
the world by the Arya Samaj 
and its founder! — Lahore Dev 
Bidhan Press, 1890, pp. 23-26. 

Other Arya leaders, specifi- 
cally Pandit Lekh Ram and Lala 
Murli Dhar, rose to second 
Guru Datta's comments, adding 
their own words of condemna- 
tion. The reaction was imme- 
diate. Bhai Jawahir Singh, 
Bhai Ditt Singh Gyani, and 
Bhai Mayya Singh resigned 
their Samaj membership and 
joined the Lahore Singh 
Sabha, a reformist Sikh socie- 
ty founded in 1879. This de- 



fection meant more than loss 
of three members of the 
Samaj as each became a 
staunch defender of the New 
Sikhism. Both Jawahir Singh 
and Ditt Singh Gyani also 
became leading figures in the 
Sikh resurgence. 

Sikh Arya Controversy: 
From Platform To Press 

Within a few days of the 
anniversary celebration the Sikhs 
held a large protest meeting 
and condemned the Aryas and 
specifically Pandit Guru Datta. 
The Sikh-Arya controversy quick- 
ly moved from the platform to 
the press. Sikh and non-Sikh 
papers denounced the Samaj 
for its aggressive stance, its 
habit of condemning other reli- 
gions leaders and doctrines. 
Throughout 1889 the debate 
remained active and virulent. 
Bhai Jawahir Singh quickly de- 
tailed his disillusionment with 
the Arya Samaj in a tract, 'Amal- 
i-Arya' (Acts of the Aryas) and 
followed this with a highly criti- 
cal biography of Swami Deya- 
nand. Aryas would not be out- 
done or silenced. They too 
replied in print, and in the 
same contentious spirit. Radhe 
Kishan Mehta published 
Nuskha-i-Granthi-Phobia (Pres- 
cription for the disease of 
Granthi— Phobia), a low point 
for even Punjab polemics. The 
publication of Granthi Phobia 
produced threats of a law-suit, 
of violence, and of additional 
aggressive literature. Through- 
out the 1890 s reformist Sikhs 
and Aryas continued to oppose 
each other in print and on the 
platform. 

Following the death of Daya- 
nand in 1883, fundamentally 
opposed interpretations of Arya 
ideology found expression 
among members of the move- 
ment. Pandit Guru Datta and 
his close allies, Lala Munshi 
Ram (later Swami Shard dh- 
anand) and Pandit Lekh Rain, 
articulated a militantly religious 
vision of the Samaj. They increa- 
singly saw Dayanand as a rishi, 
a sage whose word lay beyond 
question or interpretation, rather 
than a mere reformer. To be an 
Arya' meant to devote all of 
one's being to the true Hindu 
faith in the drive for revived, 
purified Hinduism as Dayanand 
envisioned it. These radical 
Sa ma lists articulated and elabo- 
rated the ideal Arya, attaching 
to that concept a variety of 
beliefs and characteristics. 

Mahatma' And 'Anarkall' Aryas 

Lalas Hans Raj, Lai 
Chand and Lajpat Rai led a 
more moderate and rationalistic 
wing of the Arya Samaj con- 
cerned mainly with the expan- 
sion of the Dayanand Anglo 
Vedic schools and colleges. In 
1893-94 a multiplicity of over- 
lapping and interconnected 
issues, both ideological and per- 
sonal formalised the division of 
the Arya Samaj into two groups: 
a radical, militant, devotional 
party-the Mahatma' Aryas-with 
their headquarters in the 
Wechhowali Samaj of Lahore, 
and a moderated 'College Party' 
with a new organisation, the 
Anarkali Samaj on the outskirts 
of the city. This division spread 
throughout the province. 

Continued on paoe 13 col 1 

'The author is on the faculty of 
Kansas State University, Man- 
hattan, Kansas, USA. 
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Punjabi Sikhs and Hindus Cut Across 



The violent events of Nov- 
ember 1984, had a num- 
ber of repurcussions; 
one was the mushrooming of 
organised terrorism — Sikh, 
Hindu and State — and its neg- 
ative ideology. The other was 
the formatioin of forums and 
committees with their positive 
and optimistic attempts at over- 
coming fear and suspicion bet- 
ween the two aggrieved com- 
munities, Hindu and Sikh. 

One such committee was form- 
ed soon after November '84 and 
called itself the 'Committee for 
Dialogue on Punjab'. The com- 
mittee's main aim was to be 
catharitic and to provide the 
people with a means of com- 
munication through which they 
could express themselves. 

The founder members were 
Professor Ram Singh, Director of 
the Educational Development 
institute in Madras Mr. Balraj 
Puri a journalist in Jammu, Dr. 
Harish Puri, professor for Politi- 
cal Science in the Gurunanak 
University Amritsar, Mr. S.K. 
Dey, Director of the Friends 
Rural Centre, Rasulia, Hoshan- 
gabad and Mr. Dev Dutt, a free 
lance journalist of Delhi. They 
have been holding seminars 
and camps, to undersand the 
forces at play in Punjab and to 
promote harmony in a secular 
context. 

Four Day Youth Camp 

Recently the committee orga- 
nised a four day camp in the 
capital, oriented towards the 
youth. The director of this 
camp, Mr. Dev Dutt, explained 
that the process to understand- 
ing the psyche of the youth 
started way back in 1984. "We 
wanted to understand their 
hopes and aspirations, the for- 
ces which motivate them to act 
in the way they do, to broaden 
their perspectives and clarify 
their doubts on the Punjab 
problem." says Mr. Dutt. 

The committee invited 50 stu- 
dents from universities all over 
Punjab with an equal represen- 
tation of Hindu and Sikh colle- 
giates to ensure constructive 
and fruitful discussions. Mr. 
Dutt's persona] experience at 
the camp led him to make a 
number of observations. "Con- 
structive ideas have emerged 
and the stereotyped thinking of 
the majority of the youngsters 
participating in this camp have 
been demolished. Important 
questions were asked and a 
number of misconceptions clear- 
ed away. Most of them, he says, 
are aware of the need for har- 
mony; and want to make an all- 
out attempt to defuse the situa- 
tion. A positive outlook has 
emerged from the deliberations 
that have taken place." 

The fact that the camp was 
held in Delhi had its pros and 
cons. Talking to the partici- 
pants, the feeling was that in 
Punjab with its tense atmos- 
phere, the people shy away 
from controversial topics like 
politics. Therefore, many stu- 
dents are unwilling to meet and 
talk in a frank and open manner. 



Communal Divide 

A Gazette News Report by Nandika Jaitly 
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No Communal divide here 



Yet the need is to create this 
awareness not in the cocoon 
that is Delhi, but where the 
couldron is seething with dis- 
content. Mr. Dutt is very optim- 
istic about setting up a stu- 
dents' cell in the various coll- 
eges in the Punjab. The students 
were also enthusiastic about 
initiating a dialogue between 
various opposing student bodies 
who play an active role in Pun- 
jab politics, today. 



Varindra Singh, a young jour- 
nalists from the Tribune in 
Chandigarh feels that half the 
conflict stems from ignorance of 
the youth in Punjab and the 
other half is the innate pride of 
the Sikh community. "Sikhs are 
known for their anger when 
their pride has been hurt. The 
situation in Punjab today is 
what it is because of the govern- 
ment's foolhardy and drastic 
action in ordering battle tanks 
into the Golden Temple, further 
aggravatedby the massacres of 
'84. The tragedy lies in the fact 
that it is the priests and the 
politicians together who incite 
the flames of distrust and anger 
for their own personal reasons. 
It is their machinations and 
desire for a separate state, 
which is the root cause of the 
problem, is Virendra s rationali- 
sation of the Punjab crisis. 

"Much of the difficulty stems 
from the basic philosophy Pun- 
jab which classifies religion and 
politics as one. This is not a 
new phenomenon, Gandhiji 
used it too, but if used wrongly 
it becomes more lethal than the 
nuclear bomb", says another 
participant. 

Miss Kumud Sharma, head 
girl of a Womens college in Jul- 
lundhar was articulate in her 



observations, according to her 
"Politics and religion should be 
segregated. Take the Central 
Government for example. Mrs. 
Gandhi built up Bhindranwale 
and when he no longer acted as 
her puppet, she resorted to 
drastic action. After which the 
Centre has been following a 
weak and vacillating attitude 
towards the state. On the other 
hand you have the political fac- 
tions like the A.I.S.S.F. who play 
upon and exploit the hurt pride 
of the Sikhs for their own selfish 
ends. When a whole community 
is at stake, one cannot play 
around lightly with them." 

Terrorist Fear; Economic 
Deterioration 

Students in Punjab are increa- 
singly aware of communalism 
as a major force. Talking from 
personal experience, Kumud 
feels that though there is no 
open faced hostility, yet no one 
talks openly about the tensions. 
Politics is taboo. "I find that 
girls in my college are slowly 
making more Hindu or Sikh 
friends depending upon the 
community they belong to". 

Terrorists have directed their 
activities not only against Hin- 
dus. They are feared by both 
communities. As Mr. R.P. Singh, 
quipped, terrorists are more 
secular than the government is. 
They massacre anyone who 
dares to speak out against 
them, irrespective of their caste 
or creed. Today a complacent 
attitude prevails with regard to 
the Punjab situation. People are 
getting used to violence and 
bloodshed — a dangerous por- 
tent for the future. 

The common belief is that if 
the government understood the 
reasons for the discontent 
amongst youth, it would be able 



to root out terrorism. Increas- 
ingly the problem has been 
exacerbated by the economic 
situation in Punjab. Behind its 
glittering facade lies the shadow 
of economic deterioration and 
unemployment. This has further 
incensed the regional feelings of 
the Sikh youth specially in the 
villages. Though terrorism is 
more of an urban phenomenon, 
in terms of their activities the 
hard core comes from the 
border areas. Here the mis- 
guided youth, unthinking and 
wrapped in false notions of 
patriotism, disillusioned by pol- 
icies of the state and Central 
government, join political groups 
in the vain hope of bringing 
glory to the Sikhs. What they 
are unaware of and what they 
need to be educated about are 
the long-term repurcussions of 
their action. "After all Punjab is 
a part of India and we cannot 
escape from that fact even if we 
wanted to. Many of us cannot 
visualise a division". It was 
unanimously felt that the onus 
of repairing the fast deteriorat- 
ing situation however lies on 
the shoulders of the youth. 

Dialogue to End Tensions 

The idea of a seminar and a 
mass awareness programme in 
Punjab, holds a lot of appeal. 
Dialogue and the media could 
lead to the easing of tensions. 
Let the Punjabis decide for 
themselves was the cry that 
many echoed. Every second 
person styles himself and expert 
on Hinduism and Sikhism, but 
no one really makes and att- 
empt to study the problem as it 
exists and neither do they let 
the Punjabis-and that does not 
exclude the Hindus-decide their 
fate. 

The group discussion this 



reporter sat in on raised a 
number of queries: Is it justifia- 
ble that a government that 
claims to be secular should 
regulate the religious affairs of a 
religious body (in reference to 
the All India Gurudwara Act) Is 
secularism polluting religion? Is 
the motivation always religious? 
Does communalism arise out of 
vested interests? 

Ramesh Vinayak, R.P. Singh 
and Sarabjeet Singh Fauji, three 
young activists and aspiring 
journalists felt that it was the 
feeling or remorse and revenge 
that had led to the present 
turmoil in the Punjab. "We do 
not need any more false prom- 
ises and broken accords. We 
want positive action," they state 
vehemently. 

The Punjab government is 
basically a panthic one, alienat- 
ing the Hindu youth with its 
policies. This only leads to a 
worsening of an already intoler- 
able situation. Parallel Hindu 
militancy is an evident though 
not a very powerful force. 

The situation in Punjab could 
not last much longer as it was. 
It had to change. "As long as 
there are even a few of us who 
believe in unity and in an India, 
Khalistan and its proponents 
will never succeed. But the 
government will have to take 
the first step, to reach out the 
hand of understanding and help 
and to provide the healing 
touch to soothe the fears of the 
Sikhs, "said Vinayak. 

For the cynics and the arm- 
chair critics this may be just 
another wasteful exercise but 
for the idealists it is yet another 
straw to be cluthched at in the 
hope of redeeming the situation 
one in which they see inno- 
cents suffering as a result of 
events not of their own making.* 
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Assam's AGP Government 'On the Spot' 



Continued from page 1 1. col 5 

In the years immediately fol- 
lowing the split, radical Arya^ 
emphasised proselytization, 
Shuddi and social reform. Led 
by Lala Munshi Ram and Pandit 
Lekh Ram, they lashed out 
against opposing religious and 
against all forms of degenerate 
orthodoxy. The ensuring strug- 
gle between proponents of Islam 
and Aryas culminated in the 
assassination of the radical lea- 
der Pandit Lekh Ram in 1897 
Aryas, stunned by the murder, 
reunited briefly, then once more 
divided in bitter controversy. 

Sikh Disillusionment 

After becoming disillusioned 
with Arya Samaj in the latter 
1880's young educated Sikhs 
sought a place for themselves 
within a distinctly Sikh world, 
yet in opposition to Sikh 
orthodoxy. During the 1890's 
the question of Sikh identity 
was posed with increasing 
frequency. Are Sikhs simply 
another branch or sect of 
Hinduism, or are they a separ- 
ate faith and a separate peo- 
ple? In part, British writers 
were blamed for raising this 
question as another example 
of their divide and rule tactics. 

Events at the close of the 
decade brought this question 
to the forefront of Sikh and 
Hindu minds, surrounding it 
with bitter controversy as 
tensions between Aryas and 
Sikhs impinged increasingly 
on broader relations between 
the two religious communi- 
ties, Hindu and Sikh. 

Arya Attacks Within 
Golden Temple 

Aggressive Arya preachers had 
not only criticised the Sikh 
faith, including both Gurus and 
> Granth, but had done so within 
the premises of the Golden 
Temple at Amritsar. Such public 
attacks heightened the Sikh sen- 
se of self-awareness and separa- 
tion from Hinduism. The redivi- 
sion of the Samaj in 1897-98 
brought the moderate Aryas 
( College Party ) to public sup- 
port of the embattled Sikhs; 
much to the horror of the radi- 
cals, Lala Paira Ram, Extra- 
Assistant Commissioner at La- 
hore and a leading member of 
the radical faction, charged that 
the: 



Editor of the Arya 
Gazette in his anxiety to please 
the Sikhs observes in the issu? 
of the 15th July that Swami 
Dayanand had an imperfect 
knowledge of Gurmukhi, and 
that the remarks made by him 
regarding Guru Nanak in the 
Satyarth Prakash are based on 
second-hand information and 
were not endorsed by the Arya 
Samaj. The impolitic and un- 
called for remarks of the Arya 
Gazette regarding the Swami 
have given great offence to the 
Aryas. There are very few men in 
the samaj who are at one with the 
Editor, while thousands will come 
forward to prove that the Swami s 
r marks were justifiable.' 

Radical Aryas, in order to uphold 
the sanctity of Dayanand, attacked 
Guru Nanak and the Sikh faith, 
while the moderates stayed with 
their allies in the Shuddhi Sabhas. 



Question of Sikh Separatism 

In 1898, the question of Sikh 
separatism became both a legal 
as well as a public issue. Sardar 
Dyal Singh Majithia, a Sikh aris- 
tocrat and philanthropist, died 
in September of that year, leav- 
ing his vast wealth to the Dyal 
Singh Trust. His widow, Sar- 
darni Dyal Singh and her cou- 
sin, contested the will, claiming 
that the Hindu law of inherit- 
ance under which he had given 
his property in trust did not 
apply in that he was a Sikh and 
not a Hindu. Thus the Punjab 
High Court found itself faced 
with the question of determin- 
ing whether Sikhs were or were 
not Hindus. 

Their decision that the Sardar 
was, in fact, a Hindu set off a 
great debate. Throughout 1898, 
1899 and 1900, the issue was 
argued in public meetings, in 
the press, and through pam- 
phlets, Bhai Jagat Singh, a Sikh 
member of the Arya Samaj, in 
his tract Risala Sat Prakash 
(Exposure of Truth), following 
previous arguments, attempted 
to prove that Sikhism was mere- 
ly an earlier version of the Arya 
Samaj. Lala Thakar Das and 
Bawa Narain Singh supported 
this position in Sikh Hindu Hain 
(Sikhs are Hindus) while Sardar 
Kahan Singh, in his famous 
tract, Ham Hindu Nahin (We are 
not Hindus), laid the basis for 
Sikh claims to communal sep- 
aratism. This deabte continued 
with undiminished vigour. 
Throughout the year 1901 to 
1903 Sikhs debated with Aryas 
on the meaning of Sikhism, on 
their separateness from the 
Hindu community. By 1904 the 
College Arya, who had longest 
and closely allied to reformist 
Sikhs defected to the enemy. In 
an article entitle The Cat is out 
of the Bag' appearing in The 
Sikhs and Sikhism', in November 
1984, this old alliance was pro- 
claimed dead. 

In the recent two issues of 
Arya Gazette, Lahore, there have 
appeared two articles headed 
Sikhon Ka Ruhani Doctor' IA 
spiritual Doctor for Sikhism) in 
which the impudent writer has 
in a manner insulted the Sikhs 
and their sacred religion The 
language of the articles is deci- 
dedly harsher than that of Sal 
Dharam Prachark even which is 
considered a scurrillous reviler 
of the Sikhs. Now it is gratifying 
to let it be known to our read- 
ers that the cultured Hindus 
have openly commenced to op- 
pose the Khalsa i.e. they have 
removed the trap and taken up 
a cudgel which the Khalsa is 
brave enough to break into 
pieces. " 

(After this) educated Sikh lea- 
ders sought to define their 
community around the symbols 
of the Sikhs, including that 
most powerful determinant of 
separatism, linguistic identity. 
As Hindi in Devanagri script 
defined the revived Hindu, 
Punjabi in Gurmukhi script 
came to symbolise the de- 
mands for a separate Sikh 
identity. 

Sikhs in future years might 
debate who they were, but they 
knew with increasing certainty 
who they were not : Hum Hindu 
Nahin (We are not Hindus). • 



Continued from page 1, col 3 

Apathy and Ineptness 

The State government's apathy 
and ineptness is evident from 
the fact that out of the Rs. 500 
crores allotted for the current 
annual plan for Assam only Rs. 
7.34 crores have been spent so 
far. While these funds have not 
been utilised, there is a move to 
impose a cess of Rs. 2 per Kg. 
on tea produced in Assam. This 
could well have an adverse 
effect on the all important tea 
industry. It has not been an 
easy year for the new young 
AGP Government however as 
political issues have largely 
taken up their attention. 



An Uncertain Future 

Ultimately, however, the fate 
of the government and its future 
prospects hinge on the imple- 
mentation of the accord. Clauses 
yet to be implemented include 
the construction of the fence 
together with infrastructure like 
watchtowers and a road along 
the Bangladesh border against 
the ingress of Bangladeshis. The 
AASU has been getting restive 
and threatens to launch an agi- 
tation for the implementation of 
the accord. It has submitted 
memorandums to the Central 
government on this and other 
matters. 

The Centre has assured them 
that the Illegal Immigrants Act 
of 1983 would be suitably amen- 
ded to make detection and evic- 
tion of such migrants easy. 
Under the present Act, a person 
has to pay Rs. 25 to file a pro- 
test against the presence of for- 
eigners and must live within a 3 
KM radius of such persons to 
be able to do so. Also the police 
have no right to deport foreign- 
ers once they have been identi- 
fied and the onus of proof is on 

Poor Economic Performance 

The AGP government's per- 
formance in economic matters 
has also proved to be disap- 
pointing. Assam's per capita 
income is a mere Rs. 850.50, 
rather meagre compared to 
many other parts of the coun- 
try. Industry, other than tea, 
public sector oil and timber, is 
almost non-existent and agricul- 
tural output is poor, as are rail 
and road communications. In 
this situation the average Assa- 
mese expected more from this 
government which they voted to 
power than they would have 
from a Congress (I) regime. The 
state's agriculture is in a bad 
state, with only 26 per cent of 
the land utilised for agricultural 
productivity. (( From 1968-69 to 
1983-84 the yield of rice per 
hectare in Assam has increased 
by a paltry 71 Kg. (from 1023 Kg 
to 1094 Kg.) as compared to 
1361 Kg to 3063 Kg in Punjab. 
Only 17.3 per cent of Assam's 
land is irrigated compared to 83 
per cent in Punjab, the All India 
average being 2"\5 per cent. 
Improvement in the state's agri- 
cultural sector could not only 
provide greater employment 
opportunities for people of the 
state but also help to feed pos- 
sibly the whole of the North— 
East. But t le past year has seen 
no steps forward. 



the complainant. The Centre 
has also announced that a suit- 
able BiU will be introduced in 
the winter session of Parliament 
to take care of these problems. 

To add to its problems, the 
AGP government faces unrest 
and threatening demands for 
separate homelands by the tri- 
bals of the state . . . Udaychal by 
the Plains Tribal Council of 



Assam, (PTCA) and the demand 
for an autonomous state by the 
people of Kabri Anglong and 
the Bengalis in the Barak Valley. 

As things stand, Assam is 
superficially calm. But the 
eddies existing under the sur- 
face could develop into danger- 
ous whirlplools, leading to a 
highly critical situation extre- 
mely difficult to resolve. 



Where will Assam's 
'Foreigners' Go 



I.VIrk 



The eviction process of the 
foreigners from Assam has 
either not been fully tho- 
ught out, or its repercussions 
being only too well understood, 
more so to the Centre, it is not 
likely to be fully enforced. The 
amending of the Illegal Immi- 
grants Act, 1983 would enable 
quicker detection, but it would 
not help in the disposal (or dis- 
persal) of those who are going 
to be evicted, particularly the 
post-1971 migrants. If ASSU fig- 
ures are correct, the number of 
alleged foreigners who are to be 
evicted would run into lakhs, 
most of them Muslims. 

Where would such a large 
number of people go? Bangla- 
desh has already indicated that 
none of its citizens are in 
Assam. Which state would ac- 
cept them? Would they get land 
there and be assimilated? Even 
if a state were to accept them, 
which is most unlikely, would 
not the cultural differences crea- 
te friction? What inter-qom- 
rnunal effect would these evic- 
tions have? Would it be possible 
to prevent their re-entry into 
Assam? What would be the cost 
to the nation in terms of 
finance and emotional integra- 
tion? 



The answers to all 
questions highlight the imprac 
ticability of the Assam accord. 
And yet everyone. insists that it 
would be implemented. Even if 
it is partially implemented, it 
might have serious consequen- 
ces for Assam and the country. 
If not, the uncertain situation 
may continue in this disturbed 
state. It is an extremely serious 
situation and all 'concerned 

and one another. Why were 
these aspects not fully exam- 
ined at the time o" signing the 
accord? Possibly playacting and 
the need to appear to resolve 
the problem triumphed over 



reason. An element of naivette, 
dishonesty or oneupmanship 
overcame the rationale normally 
applicable to such serious and 
complex situations. 

More Like A Fairy Tale 

The construction of the 
border fence too is more like a 
fairy tale. It might serve the 
purpose of implementing a 
clause of the accord. But it is 
unlikely to check the influx of 
foreigners. Even the Berlin Wall 
has not prevented East Ger- 
mans going West. There are 
many other avenues for the 
determined to come through, 
and they will continue to come 
unless living prospects at the 
grassroots level become unren- 
umerative for them. 

Those who poured into the 
state before 1971 were brought 
in by Haider Ali and Chaliha, 
Governor and Chief Minister 
respectively of Assam to develop 
an agricultural base. Subse- 
quently, too there has been 
enough land available (due o 
lack of adequate interest of the 
local population in farming) for 
them to keep coming. The 
Assam police and revenue au- 
thorities have been more than 
willing to cooperate with them 



f those who came in 
clandestinely. Their attitudes or 
needs have not changed, except 
that the current rates are higher. 

Most of the land occupied by 
the foreigners' is in the riverbed 
areas, chars'. The alleged immi- 
grants have developed their set- 
tlements where new arrivals can 
be easily assimilated. In fact, in 
some of these settlements, even 
the Assam Police fears to tread. 
As a result, their detection is 
going to be difficult. The for- 
eigners' avoid Assamese villages 
for obvious reasons. Apart from 
the char' areas, the infiltrators 
are also settled in tribal and 
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People's Response to Desertification in Karnataka 



S.R. Ramaswamy 



Governments, state and 
Central, claim they are work- 
ing for the people. Looking 
at the so called 'social 
forestry' programmes, the 
second "success story" 
after the "green revolution" 
if official statements are 
taken at face value, one 
wonders in whose interest 
the governments are work- 
ing. The following is a 
paper (shortened for rea- 
sons of space) presented 
by the Chief Editor, Utt- 
hana, Bangalore, at the 
Seminar on "Control of 
Drought, Desertification 
and Famine" organised in 
New Delhi by INTACH and 
Research Foundation for 
Science, Technology and 
Natural Resource Policy, 
Dehra Dun on 17-18 May 
1986. 

Drought is not unknown 
in Karnataka — Over 
centuries people evolved 
their own risk-management tech- 
niques to meet it. But because 
of failure of rains for the fourth 
successive year, the drought of 
1985 is unprecedented. It has 
been called the worst since 
1881 when famine claimed half 
a million lives in the area. Over 
16 million people and a million 
head of cattle were severely 
affected, while the rest barely 
survived. Out of 175 talukas, 154 
were hit. 

Even irrigated areas suffered. 
Dr. Khanoli, medical officer of a 
primary health centre in Bun- 
gund Taluk attributed the dry- 
ing up of wells to widespread 
planting of eucalyptus in the 
area'. So desparate was the 
water situation that the sterili- 
zation of hospital equipment, 
had to be suspended for want 
of water. But despite increasing 
evidence that on-site misuse of 
land is a major contributor to_ 
the current tragedy, which pro- 
mises to recur with greater fre- 
quency in future, the drought 
situation continues to be tackled 
on an ad hoc basis. 

Nikhil Lakshman observed: 
"When crops that had demon- 
strated their resilience' and eco- 
logical adaptability' were re- 
placed by cash crops with 
different nutrient and water 
requirements, disaster ensued. 
Already, such a scheme has 
been undertaken on a huge 
scale in states like Gujarat and 
Karnataka where eucalytpus has 
replaced staple foodcrops. Euca- 
lyptus, writes Nalini Jayal, in- 
vites desertifiction by undermin- 
ing the biological productivity of 
the vulnerable ecosystem. The 
high water demand depletes 
soil moisture and destoys gro- 
und water recharge, destabilis- 
ing the hydrological cycle'. 

Government support 
for Eucalyptus Lobby 

"The powerful' eucalyptus 
lobby in the government has 
managed to stonewall any objec- 
tions so fare and largi tracts of 
land in other states continue to 
be inundated with eucalyptus. 



Could eucalyptus, which has 
been planted on a huge scale in 
Karnataka, have any relation to 
the unprecedented famine in 
the state ... Is what ecologists 
are asking" 2 . 

The obsession of the Karna- 
taka Forest Department with 
eucalyptus monoculture especi- 
ally under the social forestry 
programme, has attracted much 
criticism. The aggressive promo- 
tion of this species after the 
mid-seventies has set in motion 
a host of socio-economic and 
environmental problems. Lush 
croplands have been replaced 
by eucalyptus, and virgin forests 
clearfelled . to grow eucalyptus, 
singlestand. The Karnataka Gov- 
ernment's Bureau of Economics 
and Statstics says "From 1975-76 
to the end of 1982.-83, 611.31 
lakhs of eucalyptus seedlings in 
Kolar District and 247 63 lakhs 
of eucalyptus seedlings in Ban- 
galore district have been dis- 
tributed by the Forest depart- 
ment the cultivators who 

have taken to farm forestry have 
converted their agricultural 
lands to farm forestry .. . . " 3 

After the inception of the 
social forestry programme, the 
Karnataka Forest Department 
stepped up the spread of eucaly- 
ptus with total disregard of the 
basic objectives of social fore- 
stry which was to help the rural 
poor. A recent study by the 
State Directorate of Economics 
and Statistics reveals "Between 
April 1984 and July 1985, around 
96.2 percent of eucalyptus pro- 
duced in Bangalore District and 
97.5 per cent of eucalyptus pro- 
duced in Kolar district has been 
marketed. Similarly in respect 




Symbolic rayon burning by activists of Mannu Rakshana Koota, to highlight 
the enormous deforestation and river pollution caused by rayon industry. 
Chikmagokir, Karnataka, Gandhi Jayanti, 2nd October 1985 



place natural forests by euca- 
lyptus. In the 1980s when the 
government's promotion of euca- 
lyptus at any cost became clear, 
many peasant communities pro- 
tested vehemently. In March 
1983, villagers of Tumkur dis- 
trict, led by the Karnataka Rajya 
Rait a Sangha (State Level far- 
mers' association) uprooted 
lakhs of eucalyptus seedlings 
and instead planted seeds of 
traditional trees. Their action 
was provoked by the drying up 
of life-sustaining streams be- 
cause of eucalyptus plantation 
in the water-catchment areas. 
The movement continued and 
in the 1985 monsoon no euca- 
lyptus was allowed to be plan- 
ted in the Chikmangalur nursery 
programme. 

Two recent moves of the Kar- 
nataka government have pro- 
voked further widespread pro- 




A street-comer meeting being addressed by activists of Mannu Rakshana of 
Koota in Karnataka to demand continued access to village common lands. 



of casurina, 88 per cent in Ban- 
galore and 96 per cent in Kolar 
has been marketed. Less than 5 
per cent of wood-produce — 
has been put to self-use by the 
cultivators, establishing that the 
cultivation of the two species . . . 

is mainly for marketing." The 
study states that the entire 
quantity of eucalyptus in Ban- 
glaore and 97 per cent of casur- 
ina in that district went to Ms. 
Harihar Polyfibers and hardly 
three percent sold in Kolar was 
used as fuel. 4 . 

Popular protest 
against policy 

Protest movements against 
these developments go back to 
the 1950s, land were forerunners 
of- the Chipko movement) when 
people in Narasimharajpura in 
Chikmangalur district resisted 
the government's move to re- 



test: One is the proposed estab- 
lishment of Rs. 30 crore joint- 
sector undertaking, Karnataka 
Pulpwood Limited, between 
Karnataka Forest Plantations Cor- 
poration (Part of the Forest 
Department) and the Birla 
owned Harihar Jtolyfibres to 
bring under eucalyptus 75000 
acres of so-called "C" and "D" 
class lands in the two high rain- 
fall district of Chikmangalur and 
Shimoga; and in conjunction 
with this a farm-forestry project 
to bring 45000 acres of similar 
lands in four districts within a 
100 kilometre radius of Harihar 
Poly-Fibres under eucalyptus, 
the entire produce to be supp- 
lied exclusively to that industry. 

One of the first to protest 
against the signing of the agree- 
ment with Birlas in November 
1984 was Dr. Shivaram Karanth, 
a Jnanipeth laureate and Kann- 



ada literature, to be joined by 
many others. Earlier a forum 
had been constituted for an 
ongoing campaign against such 
government moves. Called 
Mannu Rakhsana Koota, 'Save 
Soil Forum', this broadbased 
forum includes activists from 
the voluntary sector, Gandhian 
organisations. Rajya Raita 
Sangha and others. Meetings in 
various parts of the state, aware- 
ness building jathas', street 
plays and similar action have 
been undertaken, and mass 
campaigns in Shimoga and Chik- 
mangalur districts have been 
organised with local bodies. 

Who Is the Government for? 

At state level Mannu Rakh- 
sana Koota maintains liaison 
with the government and media. 
It mobilises support of numer- 
ous organisations and leading 
citizens meets State Cabinet 
members and lobbies among 
legislators of all parties and has 
succeeded in bringing up the 
matter in the legislature. From 
16 to 18 February 1986, collabor- 
ation with Citizens for Demo- 
cracy it organised a 3 day work- 
shop on "Alternate Development 
strategies with participation 
from different states. These var- 
ied pressures have restrained 
the implementation of the two 
related projects. 

In Malnad which is directly 
affected by the joint sector pro- 
ject the people have protested 
strongly. In answer to the gov- 
ernment's claim that only barren 
lands would be made over to 
the Karnataka Pulpwood Limi- 
ted, Arogya Vikasa Parakalpa, a 
local voluntary agency, spon- 
sored a physical survey of the 
"C" and "D" category lands in 
Chikmangalur and Shimoga dis- 
tricts. It was found that far from 
being barren' these lands have 
a tree population of 50 to 200 
per acre on the average. 5 . Ever- 
green and semi-evergreen and 
decidious forests are spread 
over hundreds of acres. These 
are also cultivated lands, lands 
allotted to Linganamakki dam 
evacuees, and even wells, roads 
and houses. These are villages 
in which lands have been gran- 
ted to tribal families. 

Government attempts to take 
over such lands have been 
stoutly resisted. In Harihara- 
pura, Koppa Taluk, in mid 1955 
the Forest Department tried to 
evict residents from lands gran- 
ted to them earlier, which they 
had cultivated for over a decade. 



Government has been carrying 
on a 're-survey' of the land, 
according to which, in some 
cases, almost the entire land of 
a village is to be taken over. The 
Forest Department has tried to 
enforce its writ with police 
force. Widespread resistance, 
court cases and questions in 
the assembly have resulted. 

Village protests have become 
desparate. In June 1958 Arsi- 
kere, Chikmangalur, 98 poor 
families which had painstak- 
ingly brought over 400 acres of 
degraded land under the plough 
used 78 pairs of bullocks, and 
overnight, furrowed all the land 
thwarting the Forest Depart- 
ment's eucalyptus planting, for 
the time being. On 6th January 
this year villagers from all over 
Sagar Taluk, Shimoga, uprooted 
the newly installed boundary 
stones of the Forest Depart- 
ment, a movement which has 
spread to distant villages in 
spite' of police action and court 
cases. 

Recently, in response to pub- 
lic pressure, the Karnataka 
Forest Plantations Corporation 1 
sponsored a 10 day visit to Guj- 
arat by a 35 member delegation 
of small farmers from all over 
Karnataka. After visiting 12 dis- 
tricts in Gujarat the Farmers 
expressed their opposition to 
the further spread of eucalyptus 
in Karnataka. 8 

Voluntary organisations at all 
levels have taken up environ- 
mental education programmes 
and initiated voluntary afforeste- 
lion and related activities. The 
state level Federation of Volun- 
tary Organisation in Rural Deve- 
lopment in Karnataka (EEVORDK) 
has, apart from conducting sev- 
eral training and discussion 
programmes relating to forestry, 
carried on a dialogue with 
government demanding reorien- 
tation of the forestry policy. The 
organisation has also been carry- J 
ing on a dialogue with the 
World Bank, U.SA and the 
Overseas Development Cor- 
poration, U.K. 7 . • 
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Social fabric in Punjab Intact: 
Political Cleavage Deepen 

Punjab BJP leader Mr Vagya 
Dutta Sharma who has been 
travelling widely in the state, 
declared that he had come to 
the conclusion that the social 
fabric of Punjab remained intact, 
unaffected by terrorism. If both 
Hindus and Sikhs adopted Pun- 
jabi as their language, he told 
the meeting, cultural ties bet- 
ween the two communities 
would be strengthened. 

Writer and prominent mem- 
ber of the Committee for Dia- 
logue on Punjab, Mr Balraj Puri, 
stressed the urgency for open- 
ing up of a frank dialogue 
between the two communities. 
(See report on a training camp 
organised by the Committee, 
page). His recent tour of Punjab 
convinced him that while urban 
social life is "abnormally nor- 
mal", the political cleavage bet- 
ween the communities is com- 
plete". He had found this even 
in members of the same family. 
He cited the example of two 
professors of Punjab University, 
one Hindu, the other Sikh, both 
very good friends. But the 
moment the Hindu academic 
mentioned "You are the same 
as us" to the Sikh, they almost 
had a fight! Yet,, a little later, 
they were good friends again. 

Mr Puri found the same ste- 
reotyped thinking on political 
issues in both Hindu and Sikh 
students in the Delhi Seminar, 
the same mental climate which 
makes political discussion 
impossible. Initially they held to 
their rigid, polarised positions, 
but after they had entered into 
a frank dialogue, both sides 
admitted that they "had had 
blinkers on". They were then 
able to hold the open, frank 
discussion which, in Mr Puri's 
opinion, is an urgent impera- 
tive. "There is no time for com- 
placency", he warned. 

Sikh and Hindu 
Alienation Equal 

"We say forgive, but don't 
forget' " he declared, for these 
matters must be thrashed out 
fully and frankly. 

Mr Puri made an impassi- 
oned plea for a careful, resear- 
ched diagnosis of the the Pun- 
jab problem which alone could 
lead to an understanding of the 
issues involved. This has been 
lacking so far he said. "We must 
look to Punjabiat again, and 
forget who is to blame. Without 
that Punjabiat reasserting itself, 
it will be very difficult to achieve 
peace and secularism". He 
stated bluntly that Hindu alie- 
nation from Punjab and Sikh 
alienation from India must be 
given equal consideration, that 
there must be power-sharing in 
the Punjab between the com- 
munities. He recalled that twice 
he had tried to join the Akali 
Dal, but it was impossible. He 
remained the meeting that Mas- 
ter Tara Singh had once given 
an assurance that after the for- 
mation of Punjabi Suba, the 
Dai's membership would be 
opened to all. In conclusion he 



Commission 
Public 

pointed out how terrorism was 
perhaps perpetrating the grea- 
test injury to the Sikh commun- 
ity itself, as it was against the 
essential tenets of Sikhism. 

Terrorism Requires National, 
Not Communal Counterattack. 

"Terrorist violence is a new 
phenomenon in India" said Mr 
George Verghese, former editor 
of the Indian Express, "We must 
face it and separate it from the 
political process. Terrorism is 
totally evil and there can be no' 
justification for it. It is self des- 
tructive." At the same time Mr 
Verghese declared how shame- 
ful it was that the killings of 
November 1984 had been "gloss- 
ed over" by the authorities. If 
the State indulges in violence, 
in encounters, etc., these mat- 
ters must be pursued, and 
pressure brought on the govem- 
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ment to stop such activities. But 
there can be no justification for 
counter-violence. Mr Verghese 
strongly criticised the silence 
and actions of Mr Prakash Singh 
Badal and Mr Gurcharan Singh 
Tohra, which, in his opinion 
give comfort and support to the 
extremists. 

He went on to say that Senas 
are no answer. They only pro- 
mote communalism. Communa- 
lism is being deliberately en- 
couraged and this must be 
dealt with "collectively", not on 
a "communal basis". It is a 
national issue and the efforts 
being made to divide the com- 
munities must be resisted. Vio- 
lence is here to stay for many 
years, he said, but if public 
sympathy is removed from 
them, terrorists will be isolated. 

He concluded by reading a 
letter he had received from Mr 
Bhagwan Singh Dilawari who 
has been working for the past 
16 years with the lepers in 
Madhya Pradesh. Mr Verghese 
said he wanted to share the let- 
ter (see page ) with the meeting 
because he felt it summed up 
the feelings of all those who 
want to see peace in Punjab. 

General Jagjit Singh Aurora 
(Retd), President of the Sikh 
Forum and Rajya Sabha mem- 
ber, concluded the meeting by 
emphasising the necessity of 
such gatherings to mobilise 
public opinion and work for 
under standing. Such meetings 
should be held on a regular 
basis, he said, and people from 
the audience should be allowed 
to participate in djscussion. 
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rorise the people, they have 
been totally unsuccessful. Peo- 
ple are determined to fight 
back. In fact we had to with- 
stand tremendous pressure from 
the people, especially in Jeha- 
nabad where they wanted to go 
for some action — there is 
pressure for rail roko, rasta roko 
and in a sizeable area the peo- 
ple can disrupt the means of 
communication. 

However, we have been res- 
training them because we do 
not want to take up any pro- 
gramme which will alienate us 
from the middle classes. I think 
the most important aspect at 
this stage is that in any demo- 
cratic rights movement, the mid- 
dle classes must be taken along, 
if they are alienated from the 
movement, then the movement 
will have a class character but it 
will not be able to protect itself. 
It is still in a state of inception. 
So we have been restraining the 
people. 

So after Arwal, when the 
government felt that the epi- 
sode had boomeranged on them, 
we found that they permitted 
us to carry out our programme 
of rallies, protests and demon- 
strations. However, we had def- 
inite information that all this 
time the authorities were going ahead 
with a concrete programme of 
' crushing and curbing these 
movements. For example, after 
Arwal the verdict of all the sec- 
tions, of all the investigation 
teams was that innocent people 
had been massacred. There wa;> 
no dispute on this point and on 
the fact that there was no attack 
on the thana. People were just 
gunned down as a pre-planned, 
strategy. So the government was 
forced to take some action — it 
set up a one-man committee 
with Revenue Board member, 
Vinod Kumar. Even his enquiry 
was hampered by the govern- 
ment. Initially a notification was 
issued that Vinod Kumar would 
submit his report within 3 
weeks. It is now over four 
months and there is no report 
yet because soon after the 
government appointed him, he 
was sent on deputation on 
training. This was the design. 
They got some indication that 
even his enquiry would be 
against the government. Every- 
body expected some action, 
particularly after Rajiv Gandhi's 
personal envoy had categori- 
cally laid the blame on the 
government — some action was 
expected — even something 
weak as the transfer of the 
Superintendant of Police Kas- 
wan. Absolutely nothing was 
done. Instead, the government 
went ahead to systematically 
curb and crush MKSS. 

In addition, any officer who 
was even a little fair was trans- 
ferred. The DSP Jehanabad was 
transferred; the SDO has already 
been transferred. Jehanabad had 
already been made into a full 
district when Kaswan was ap- 
pointed SP — it is the only dis- 
trict in India in which every 
thana has a DSP as thana 
incharge (instead of the normal 
Sub-Inspector or Inspector). The 
Chief Minister made the an- 
nouncement that only IPS offic- 
ers would be appointed here. 



Jehanabad is indeed, very pri- 
vileged! 

After this the most blatant 
curb on democratic rights was 
when our morcha came out 
with the programme of gherao 
of the Vidhan Sabha and the 
government banned the MKSS 
on August 16. Now this is a very 
strange decision. Here, of all the 
organisations, they ban a mass 
organisation. Is it not strange 
that even if this mass organisa- 
tion had links with the Marxist 
Leninist Movement, the front is 
banned while the parent group 
is allowed to remain legal. 

The objective is very clear — 
the allegation of the government 
when they banned us was that 
MKSS has armed squads, that 
we had killed people and that 
they had siezed 300 guns and 
rifles. They say that they have 
documentary evidence. The 
whole thing is a big lie. 

They know this and yet they 
keep on repeating the lie in the 
hope that it might become the 
truth specially for those who do 
not know what is actually hap- 
pening. If you can control the 
mass media, and if you keep 
repeating a position, people in 
general, who have no direct 
exposure, will be fooled by this. 
The question is that if it is a big 
lie and if they really know that 
MKSS does not have squads or 
does not involve itself in killings 
or extortion of money or siezing 
of firearms as they are alleging 

— if they know it, then why ban 
MKSS? The simple reason is 
that the State government is not 
particularly worried about any 
underground activity. They are 
not worried about a few killings 
going on because there are a lot 
of killings going on in different 
parts of Bihar all the time. 

What would be your estima- 
'tion of armed people outside 
the State machinery? 

There are tens of thousands. 
On an average in Bihar, there 
are at least 100 murders daily 

— most of these are not report- 
ed. During the past one year in 
Kaimur area alone — which is a 
small part of Rohtas district, 
more than 200 people have 
been murdered by one gang 
only. If statistics are collected of 
licensed firearms, they will run 
into tens of thousands — each- 
district will have thousands — 
given to the landlords by the 
police and the administration. 



If you do a count of those 
killed, more than 98% of them 
are working class people — 
landless and poor peasants ihari- 
jans, tribalsi, some backwards, a 
few Muslims. 

How do you react to the 
ban on private armies like the 
Bhoomi Sena? 

The banning of private armies, 
was a big hoax because when 
the MKSS ban was declared by 
the Home Commissioner, he 
was categorically asked by jour- 
nalists on the question of ban- 
ning the senas. He said that the 
government does not intend to 
do so because private armies 
have no formal organisation, no 
office, no banner, no constitu- 
tion, no on-the-ground pro- 
gramme. As private armies are 
illegal, it is useless to ban them 
because they are already banned 
in a way! 

But after 4 days and having 
categorically denied the need to 
ban private armies, all of a sud- 
den it was declared that private 
armies had been banned. Now 
my question is — have private 
armies, in a short period of 4 
days, built up a formal infras- 
tructural, a legal entity? 

The whole thing is a big eye- 
wash. Because of its policies, 
the Congress! 1 1 has totally alie- 
nated itself from the poor. So 
when they cannot face the pol- 
itical challenge from the MKSS 
which is capable of organising 
the people, they feel threatened. 

So the government is not 
afraid of any underground activ- 
ity, either of MKSS or any other 
organisation but of the mass 
mobilising capacity of organisa- 
tions like ours. So what they do 
is to curb open mass activity. 
Now the position after the ban 
is that MKSS cannot have any 
mass activity, anyone from MKSS 
can be arrested. During the 
gherao, 70,000 were detained 
and 25,000 held in various jails, 
some created specially for mass 
detention. Most have been re- 
leased but 700 activists of MKSS 
who are still in police custody. 

We are determined to fight 
the ban and one basic decision 
that we have taken is that come 
what may, we are going to 
remain on the ground and will 
continue our mass activity —we 
will hold ral ies, demonstrations 
and if police want to shoot us, 
let them do it — we are 
prepared. • 
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BiharGovernment Encouraging Landlord Armies 

Banning Mass Organisations 



On August 16, the 
government of Bihar ban- 
ned the Mazdoor Kisan 
Sangram Samiti (MKSS). It 
will be recalled that on 
April 19, police fired on a 
peaceful meeting of the 
MKSS killing at least 60 
persons in cold blood. 

SMITHU KOTHARI inter- 
viewed DR. VINAYAN, the 
Chairperson of MKSS on 
the implications of the re- 
cent ban and the future 
strategies of the movements 
for justice in Bihar. 

There have been a num- 
ber of investigations after 
Arwal — by civil liberties 
and democratic rights organ- 
isations by, government, by 
Cong (I) dissidents in Bihar. 
What has been the impact 
and how has MKSS consoli- 
dated itself? What has been 
me response of the land- 
lords, the police and the 
Bihar administration? 

The Arwal killings reflect a 
certain stage of agrarian move- 
ment in the area and the 
governments response to it. 

The Bihar government, which 
is totally dominated and run 
almost literally by the landlords, 
had to take serious steps to 
curb and crush the agrarian 
movement for the simple reason 
that the movement was acquir- 
ing such a dimension that the 
rulling party was afraid of losing 
its vote bank of the poor 
classes among whom we work 
and organise. In October 1985, a 
directive was issued that MKSS 
rallies and meetings were not to 
be allowed and they have to be 
disrupted at any cost. 

The Director General of Police 
said categorically, and this is on 
record, that he was glad to note 
that from 17 March onwards 




MKSS chairman Dr Vinayan 



the police was prepared to go 
to any lengths to disrupt the 
mass meetings and rallies of the 
MKSS. 

In the process they enacted 
Arwal — it was very well planned, 
meticulously done. Now the 
basic objective of enacting Arwal 
was to terrorise the people to 
such an extent that they dare 
not participate in open mass 
activities of organisations like 
the MKSS. There is a lesson here 
not only for the MKSS but for 
other organisations as well. 

But somehow after Arwal the 
administration realised that the 
massacre had boomeranged on 
them. Normally the press and 
politicians would have ignored 
it. In their normal casual man- 
ner they would have taken it, 
that after all these are Naxalites, 
terrorists who provoke the go- 
vernment and the government 
has to dp something about it. 

But Arwal was such a blatant 
and naked aggression on the 
people, not the cadre of politi- 
cal organisations, but the peo- 



ple in general, nobody could 
ignore it. Initially, the press 
reported that an armed mob of 
Naxalites belonging to the MKSS 
had attacked the thana and the 
police had to fire in defence. 

But when journalists began to 
go to Arwal they found that the 
reality was totally different 
then onwards things were ex- 
posed. The State was confused. 

The State had taken measures 
to crush the mass organisations, 
their open functioning, and it 
boomeranged on them. 

What are the challenges be- 
fore MKSS and other demo- 
cratic organisations now? Don't 
you think this is the time for 
a broad based democratic 
rights movement? 

Our problem was to keep up 
the morale of the people be- 
cause we had taken a basic pol- 
itical decision to remain on the 
ground and work openly to 
build a wider democratic mass 
movement. We cannot go back 
on this decision because MKSS 



Arwal residents: an anguished voice of protest 





Victims of the Arwal tragedy: no redressal of grievances? 



is a mass movement, a mass 
organisation. 

We can't imagine that the 
MKSS would go underground. 
Its very purpose and objective 
would be defeated. Our insist- 
ence was on functioning as an 
open mass movement while the 
effort of the government was to 
push us underground and they 
.were prepared to go to any 
length to do so — to the length 
of Arwal. So the basic problem 
before us after Arwal was to 
keep up the morale of the 
people. 

On 30 April, a rally was orga- 
nised in Arwal. We thought that 
the turn out would be small. In 
fact, the silent protest proces- 
sion was 3 miles long. Then 
there was the May 4 rally at 
Patna and programmes at all 
the districts headquarters. 

The second part of our pro- 
gramme was to form a morcha 
of various organisations who 
could take up programmes to 
mobilise the people aimed at 
building up their awareness of 
the situation. Now, our under- 
standing of the situation was 
that it is most important that 
we form a wide mass movement 
through a big morcha compris- 
ing as many people as possible 
— groups, political parties, trade 
unions — as wide a morcha as 
possible on the democratic ri- 
ghts issue. Unfortunately this 
effort met with little success. In 
fact in Bihar for the last 3 years 
we have had a Morcha — the 
Daman Virodhi Jan Sangharsh 
Morcha on democratic rights 
issues. But these morchas have 
not been broad-based enough. 
As a result they were not very 



successful. Efforts were now 
made to broaden the movement. 
After Arwal meetings and dhar- 
nas have been organised at dis- 
trict headquarters — and then a 
march from Patna to Arwal. 
Finally there was the gherao of 
the Vidhan Sabha on which be- 
came a historical incident. 

What exactly were the me- 
thods adopted to restrict the 
gherao? 

The Vidhan Sabha gherao 
almost did not take place be- 
cause the police gheraod the 
whole of the province. So from 
one angle, people did not reach 
the Vidhan Sabha — you can 
say it was unsuccessful, but the 
fact is that the police had to 
take unprecedented, extraordi- 
nary measures as if the whole 
state was under seige. All rail- 
way stations and bus stands 
were taken over by the police 
and para-military units. Buses 
were taken to police stations 
and trains stopped from plying 
and tickets for Patna were not 
sold. The police also lathi- 
charged within the trains. 70,000 
people were detained at differ- 
ent places; even police figures 
agree that 25,000 persons were 
arrested. So this programme 
became a grand success and it 
had a tremendous impact. After 
this, other political parties started 
taking us very seriously as they 
found that we had a mass 
mobilising capacity which they 
did not. 

One thing is very clear — that 
the people are not afraid. If the 
intention of the police and the 
Bihar Administration was to ter- 
Continued on page 15, col 3 
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